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SI\(.I. 1 9 3 )  the General Electric 
Company has conducted a popular 
weekly radio program known as  the 
Geneial Electric Science Forum. in 
s h i c h  distinguished scienti'-ts give 
brief talks concerning their own 
nork.  or work being done in their 
fields of interest. 

During this time the program has 
presented rome 700 talk-. and one 
book has already been devoted to 
selections from these {Excursions in 
Science, edited by Veil 13. Keynolds 
and  Ellis L. Manning, and published 
by McCraw-Hill in 1 9 3 9 ) .  The preh- 
ent  book contains 50 of  the 500-odd 
talks which have been g iwn since 
1939. Its editor. Dr. James Stokelv. 
is  a member of the General Electric 
Company's News Hureau. 

'rhough Dr. Stokely has neatly 
parkaged his 50  -.elections into six 
compartment!-. w i t  h l a b e l s  like 
"What Science Can Do". "The Karlh 
and  Its Surroundings'". "The Living 
World". and  "Man'-' Lift- and 
Health'". the subjeck--and ypeakers 
- range over the whole field of w i -  
ence. 

John Quincy Stew art. Ansoeiate 
Profe!->or of Astronomical Physic-' 
a t  Princeton. & x u Â ¥ - ~ e  Social Phys- 
ic-s; John W .  Campbell, Jr.. editor of 
Astounding, Science Fiction, M rite3 
on The  Value of Science Fiction: 
Edward S. C. Smith. Professor of 
Geology at I nion College. diseu-es 
W h j  Do tee Age6 Occur?:  Maurice 
Ewing. l'rofes5or of Geolog\ a t  Col- 
umbia I niversitj. tells alxiut Photo- 
graphing the Ocean Rottom ; Hans 
Bethe, Professor of Phy-ics at Coj- 
unibia, covers The Structure of 
Atomic Nuclei;  Robert E. Marshak. 
Profefior o f  Physics a t  the I niver- 
sity of Rochester discusses. The Ener- 

gy of the Sun;  Jam+ A. Ke!nieis. 
head of the Lalioratorie-- of liacteri- 
o l o n  a t  h o t r e  Dame. virile? on 
Germ - Free Animals; Clarence A .  
Mills. director of the Laboratories 
f o r  Experimental Medicine at the 
I niversity of Cincinnati, write-' un 
Climate and Mail; Glenn Seaborg. 
Professor of (:hemistry at  the I ni- 
versity of California. discusses The 
Yew Kicments. 

This is a random t.ariipling of the 
contents of the book. Mo--t of the 
talks have been revised and brought 
up  to date by the men who originally 
delivered them on the air.  None of 
them is more than about 2.000 
words long. and all of them a r e  
remarkably clear and ( onsistently 
intere5titlg. They make a fine intro- 
duction f o r  the layman to a good 
man? unfamiliar branches of 4- 
enee. And they furnish solid proof 
that the scientist can explain his 
work to the layman, in law man's lan- 
guage. when he \\ants to. 
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