
Education, background and standing are all revealed in 
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Some notes on the origin and purpose of 
the Commencement cap and gown-or 
how to tell what's going by in an academic 
procession 

academic apparel-if you know how to look for them. 

W H O  I 

THERE \ R E  FEW C E R E M O N I E S  more impressive than ara-  
demic function-. with faculty members in f u l l  dresq. 
wearing proper cap-. gowns and hood-. And just a'- 
every faculty member enjoys a n  individuality within a 
group. so does his a c a d ~ m i c  garb. which he near-  o n  
these special occasions. It should not he surprising. 
therefore. that acadernir- apparel can he a most revealing 
characteristic as  to art indhidua1'- education. back- 
ground and standing. 

In  Europe. arademic apparel  goes back to rr~edieval 
time-. I r i  the very earl! days. people in Europe - f rom 
king down to beggar- wore long gowns with hood a n d  
cap. The differentiation of social s t a n d i n p  \was made h i  
ohwrving the trimmings of the p \ \ r \  and the elegance 
of its hearer. 

D u r i i i g t h i -  period. scholars did not h a ~ e  a ~ p w i a l  



~ \ p r  ui diecs. hut in the 13th ceiltuij  tdiivu? uiii've13ilie: 
adopted rod*&;- p i e - c i i l ~ ~ g  thr s t j les  to 1)e worii 1)) their 
educators 

Around lhr  lfalh ceiiturj. it hfcdiiie idshioiia1~Ic to 
hedr  trÃ§u:c-i> J ~ i e t d ~ e s  dnd plunied liata. hut scholars 
did not bt2cuiue i m o t \ ~ d  in thi? \ogutB. I t  is ditIicult to 
know vihetliei tliia ~ a - i  due I D  tiaditionali:ni or to d 

(ieciee which stdied thdt "it 1- ho~ioralilc and 111 accoid- 
diirc iMth rea-on that c1~'ik: to M ~ I O I I I  f,ud ha: gi\eii dii 

~ d \ a l l i ~ g t '  o i e r  the la) folk in iheii adori~ri ie i i t~ vÃ§thi~i  
\uiuld likeuiie ditfei 1io111 ihe la) folk o u t ~ a i d l y  in 
d n - ~ . "  

Thus a t i ad i~ io i i  livgan \\Iii(-h i? p n ~ c i o u -  to .-.choldi. 
d i i n l i ~ i l s t i ~ t ~ ~ l .  ilc't\ gladudtf and. iilicm- all- p i<~i id  pdl-  

The Intercol legiate Code 

In tlic' I iiittd htdtca cap- aiid pov~ni! hii\f been u5ed 
since rolonial tiitie-. yi th  the 1.t-ague institutio~i? 

01 ijei out of dido? the Jtitercollt~giat<~ ( ouiiii~:~ion. in 
I # )  I .  dialted a nin>t . - i q ~ l ~  d i d  iidap~aLle roJr (01 the 
ueai i i ~ p  ol ~ r a i J ~ - n i i i  appdit*I. This; 111~'icoliepidtv ( odt. 
\id;- ~)n--ciitvii to 4iiu'1ic,i1i uiii\eisitit~: iii 1895 aiid 

THE HIGH COST OF 

ACADEMIC COSTUME 

degree holders 01 candidate?. Iieaier? of doctorates and 
iiirtitulioiid~ p i e ~ i d e n t ?  nid) \ \ t  ai  a tarsel in tun- 

tract to the Llack tassel. o r  d tdsbel i\ilh the coloi iiidi- 
cating the held of learning. 

The  hood. too. L- i toin 1); all degiee candidate-. The 
bachelor hood ii- three feet Ion" tht* maitex. thrt-e atid 
one-half feet long: and the doctor. foui ft-ct loiig. The 
width of the hood hindiiip change? nitJi the dt~giee. !)eitig 
I M U  ilubhe: foi [lie h.Iohelr~r. thief inches foi the i t i d > t t ~ i  

diid l i i e  i n c l i ~ s  ioi  the doctor. t h e  lio~nl 12 iuddr 01' t l ~ e  

Agriculture Maize 
Arts and Letters-While 
Commerce and Acc:ouiiiant:)---Jlral) 
Econornic~-- Copper 
Engineering---Orange 
Fine Arts-Iiro~ii 
Fort!stt) Ã‘l~l~sst! 

~fui~iani t ies--(  11 inl-oil 
Law-Purple 
Library Sciei1(:c-l.r1110~1 
Medicine-i/rt:en 
Mufcic-Pink 
O r a t o r )  - Sil \er  ( ; ra)  
Pedagogy--Light 1<l ur 
Pharmacy-Olive 
Philoi!ophy-Blue 
Plijsical Education--Sage t irerii 
Public Health---Salmon Pink 
Science--Golden Yellovs 
T h e ~ I o g )  Scarlet 
Veterinary Scienee-- i>r~)  

whenever the ?dine (-olorr dro *harcd 1,) >ta\eial in:tilll- 
tion>. 

The rclioldr \ tho  dorr  not a f ~ p r e d d t c  the i-irnplicil) uf 
the Inteicollegiate (.ode would do well to d u d )  senit, 
of the Biiti:h tradition? ui cap. gown dud hood. which 
a n '  (onfu?iiig to ;̂  the ledst. And tfie educatoi wlio 
limd- colorrd \e l t e t  not up to hi? :taridiiiii is a ~ h i s e d  to 
it-cei\r a degree froni tln- I nhersi l )  of Paii: \\hie11 pie- 
=ciil)e; d :idif with iio lest- ttiaii einiine t i in~ ing .  


