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This book began as a reader sur-
vey for Time Magazine in 1947.
But, like a similar survey started by
Time in 1940, it grew into a full-
fledged book. It is based on a ques-
tionnaire sent out to college grad-
uates (from the class of 1884 all the
way up to the class of 1947), which
brought replies from 9,064 gradu-
ates of 1,000 colleges.

Of the two authors of They Went
to College, Patricia Salter West is
responsible for the statistical break-
down—a job that took her two years
and became her doctor’s thesis at
Columbia University—and Ernest,
Havemann, a Life editor, for making
the statistics as palatable as possible.
Between them they have turned out
a book which can serve as a kind of
model of how to make statistics both
interesting and understandable. Even

the charts (and there are 52 of
them) are readable.

If these college graduates had it
to do over again 98 percent would
go to college again, and 84 percent
would go to the same school. Most
would repeat the same majors.

Seventy percent thought their col-
lege courses had helped them a lot
in their present occupation. Those
who specialized were more pleased
with their choice of courses than
those who didn't~—and those who
didn’t specialize in college would ex-
change at least part of their educa-
tion for greater vocational training.

In 1947 the median income of all
working males in the United States
was $2200. Median earnings of these
college men were $4689. Doctors
earned most, then lawyers, denlists.
businessmen, in that order. Earning
power of college graduates increases
with age.

The Greasy Grind, who makes a
string of A’s in school and never
goes out for any activities, makes
more money than his better-rounded
classmates.

Graduates who had to earn part or
all of their college expenses (71
percent of the group, by the -way),
have lower incomes than those who

had their way all paid for them.

Students who went to the wealth-
iest schools—those with the highest
endowments—make the hest incomes,

Among men, there are practically
as many graduates in engineering
and the physical sciences as there
are in the humanities. Of the hu-
manities graduates only about four
out of ten men actually went into
the careers they had planned on,
and the majority of them had a
harder time getting started than the
science and engineering men did.

The majority of science and en-
gineering men leave their home
grounds after graduation, though
only about 44 percent of all college
graduates do this.

This small dose of statistics is a
sample of the kind that make up
They Went to College; a lot of them
are just what you’d expect, but there
are enough surprises to keep you
reading all the way through. For
example, to quote one more, college
graduates are far from being radi-
cal; they are, in fact, depressingly
conservative. Sixty-four percent of
those surveyed were anti-New Deal,
and the large majority voted just
exactly the way their fathers did
before them.

RATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT, leading aircraft en-
gine designer and manufacturer has been a firm
advocate of “creative engineering” for all of its 27
years in business. Operating as it does in a highly
technical field, the company has never veered from
the basic policy that engineering excellence is the

key to success.
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U. S. Government contract for the development of
.a nuclear powered aircraft engine.

Long range opportunities to put your own ideas
to work doing creative engineering-are open now.
Find out how you can fit into this great engineering
organization. Consult your placement counselor or

¢ write to Frank W. Powers, Engineering Department
This has meant extraordinary emphasis on engi- at—

neering, the formation of an engineering-minded
administration, and the spending of millions of dol-
lars of company funds to build the most complete
research and development laboratories in the field.

Such an approach has enabled Pratt & Whitney
to gain a. top reputation for piston and jet engine
development. Only recently the company became
one of the few in the couniry to be awarded a



