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I .MI.SI  W M I Y  thai I 1 1 ~ ~ p 1 i  Dr .  
S t e r n ?  bonk nit11 (;oiisidt-rabti~ pro- 
i ih i : c .  Like iiioat Aim'ricaiis. I knew 
exi:teiitiaIi~i~i 0111 j at second haiid 

ph)i-ical significance. \\hat J had  
tell. liout-ier. \ \a> that the r ~ i o ~ t ~ n i e i i t  
was Ija-icallj a w d l - l j o ~  11 j ~ l n ~ n i ~ t ~ i -  
t>iiuii. and that like till :ixh phen- 
~ m e i i d  hdd 10 LO judged -tried) 
within thdt ndi I ow historical r-tltting. 

Tlii: volume I J ~  Di .  Stt>in"; hds 
not 0111) (:nn\inc*t~d me oi 111) e n o i .  
l ~ u t  ha? iriddc 1nc it-caiit t o  the de- 
glee tlidt I now regard r~isttmtiiilisin 
ds d i ~ t i l l b  ;-ipificdiit developrneiit 
in l-.uiopeaii tiiought. 

M hilt, Stein points DIJI  l~ow much 
01  Sditrt.'.- thought is J e m a t i ~ ( % .  
and i1uittB p r o p e i h  chides hiin foi 
not dcknow I e d g i n g t h e  'uurctl; lit' 
nst3= s o  ht-aiilj .  the fact rtxindiii; 
tkidt I ~ I ;  I rtnarkable 1-1 enchinan. 
while ?till in his thir tu~s.  M d ;  dblt 

bee11 iiu ~ a i .  01 d t  ledst if I'raiice 
had nut known (Jt~rniaii occupalioii 
lo1 se\r idl  >ear*?  Po:>siLlj not: dt 

lea?[ it sceiris unlikelj lie would 
lidit, found his diidience so quickly. 
\ re  the p o ~ n u g r a ~ ~ h )  dud the eni- 
p h a s i ~  upon p h j  ;iologieal function 
ail t+?ential pait ul Ifis philosophy ? 
Appimbtit lj the pol in)grdphj i:- nut 
i edl l j  taaae~~tial. l)ut certdinl) bodi l j  
l  uiictions dnd ;tate\ (c.g., naused) 
are  h i e  to hi? thinking. And cer- 
tain]) iiu c o ~ i t e n ~ p o r a ~ y  thinker ha? 
ie \ealfd si.1 viearb both the bdais 
and the inetdphybicdl-ethicdl intpli- 
cdtioii; ul uiixiel). 

I t  i~ oi course no\\ quiic f ~ s h i o l i -  
i ~ b k  tu ackiiim1edpc that this is  dn 
~ i g e  of diixiel). that dii\iiht) is the 
iiiort ~ ~ i . - r \  d>i\ e p'y chological prob-  
lein of our  da) .  and +o on. But 
Saltre. i t  yeem? to niv, ie\edls unique 
inriglit iii his treatnie~it oi anxiet) 
a> ci.2nt~ul in modern Ii\irig. pdilicu- 
l a r l l  dniong frt,e men. H e  i-hoxis 
that a i ~ x i ~ ~ t )  i? the int~vitable price 
which w e  p a >  l o r  freedom and in- 
lellectlidl crndncipdtion. and. unlike 
most w liter? (particularly p s ~ c h o l o -  
gi>t:} wlio discuse anxiety. he see? 
no f i n e  foi it. 

I i i  this sense ( a ?  in seveial others) 
hie philo:-oph) is pesbimistic. dnd 
ar- Dr. Stern points out. hie p ~ y -  
(hoanalyi-is is- anything but a ther- 
a p j .  4t  i-nost the existential p s y  
ehodiial) st would mere]) try to get 
his pdtients- to accept anxiety a? 
nornidl. and perhaps try to aid them 
i learning 10 live with this state. 

Hut  exactly what is  existentialism 
-nhat a re  it'- fu t idament~ l  ideas 
and frames of references? Well. that 
is D r .  Sternm!- story--dnd in my 
q ~ i n i u n  he tells i t  admirably. Wheth- 
er Sartre bill  h a \ e  any new con- 
vert:- as a result of this book is 
doubtful: certainly Dr.  Stern is? not 
on1 to make comerts.  c i ~ ~ d  he  points 
out the inadcqiiacies. e \en the fai l -  
ures. oi Sartre's thought very 
~ ~ l d i r l l ) .  

l h t  redding thir- volume will in -  
eicdse almost anyoiie'i understand- 
ing of dn important part of 
European thought. One can o n h  
bid1 i t  \ \ere requiui! leading f o r  
those pel ?oii: i i i  o u r  government 
who artL in charge of our  efforts to 
keep 1'1 d t i o '  within the European 
deifiise f 'oir~inuiiil~ cind to persuade 
the j oungci geiierdtiori of French- 
men that tlivii destiny lies outside 
the So\ iet orliit. Sartre 12 not a (:om- 
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