
W H A T ' S  N E W  A B  U T  T H E  N E  

by PETER KYROPOULOS 

FTER SPENDING ANOTHER SUMMER in Detroit A I have summarized the local gossip concerning the 
new models. Allowing for the fact that. even after cop- 
ious draughts of Scotch. people don't tell me everything 
they know. and allowing also for  the fact that I don't 
tell everything f find out. here is the story for  what i t  
is worth : 

New models will he out sooner this year. Lincoln was 
announced in September. The tentative dates for other 
cars are as follows: 

Ford: Septern her. Octotwr. Novern her 
C.M.:  Chevrolet. October ( ? ) : others. Novern 
Cft ryslpr- Not em her 
imericdn Jfo tor .~:  Nash and Hudson. Noverii 

Rambler. December 
iYtz~dphakcr-Packard: October 

her 

Nothing very dramatic seems to he in the offing. except 
the (lealers" hassel to sell about 1.5 million 1955 cars 
before the new models are out. 

Except for L,incoln and Rambler and the (-;ontinental. 
which have new bodies. only face-lifting is expected. 
(:olors are supposed to he toned down and ~wo-tones 
will now he the upper limit. 

One Ieadir~g stylist gave me this as the cafe rule for 
: t v l  ing in general : "If you can't make i t  look good. make 
i l  look l i k ?  Cailillac." The tailpipe-in-hurnper is perhaps 
tlidleast fortunate example of ihis praetire. Aside from 
thi-. however. I could name a few cars that would do 
well to put in a little more of (;adillac arid a little less 
of tlrsir own haphazard styling. 

There will he some new four-door h a r d t o p ~ a n d  there 
i i  talk of retractable hardtops. 

Exveriments are heing made with body trim other 
th:m chrome and stainless. Anodized aluminum die cast- 
in0:s are being uwd. Thore is an atrocious-looking 

Dr. Kyroponlos. Professor of Mechanical Engineerirtg. 
w1.5 in Pet roif t fzis .CI/ 171 rrwr as c o r ~ s z ~ ~ t a n t  for the Auto- 
motive Engines Depart~~rent. Research Lahnri~tories 
f)iiiffion. General Motors Corporation. 

Plymouth running aiounci Detroit with bright copper 
instead of chrome. 

(;enera1 emphasis on safety wi l l be reflected in i he 
widespread offering; of safety belts, (%e+rolei has already 
announced that they will make seat and -;boulder belt? 
available. 

The "56 engine'; will have more power, and in one 
instance a greater displacement. Compression ratios 
will p u p  also. 

Everybody is working on fuel injection. not because 
it offers any striking advantages. but because it is dif- 
ferent. So far  i t  is a struggle to make the injection system 
break even with a p o d  carburetor. The systems under 
development use manifold injection. Merredes SL 3W 
is still the only  cylinder injector engine. A V-6 is talked 

It also ha? essentially the merit about. but not for '56. 
of being a novelty. 

(;as turbine'! will no 
cars. 

Transniission selectoi 
are supposed to he rep 

t appear except in experimental 

levers on ( 3 r \  sler and Packard 
lared b v  huttr)ris. 

A new and smoother hydrarnatir is in the mill and 
w i l l  he available won.  

Interest in  a variety of novelty suspension systems is 
very lively hut specific plans are hard to pin down. There 
is much experimentation. Packard's torsion bar cuspen- 
sion will he put into more Packards, hut did not "tart 
2 ctarnpecle for Packards in '55 .  

Povter accessorie- arc grow ins; in popularity and a te  
making a n  excellent service record for themselves. 

Air coriditionirig is getting to he quite the thing. 
System size and efficie1.r~ has h ~ - ~ r i  materially improved 
in '55 lee?. Chevrolet 1 and will lead t o  further increases 
next year. 

The dressed-up s~i'ition ws9on. led hy the Chevrolet 
Nomad. has pro\f*n ver? popular. and 'sportier and more 
elaborate version-; nil1 lie offered in various lines. 

The \ear  '57.  rather than "56. should hrir~g quite a 
few major body rhanges as well as come other advances 
in engineering details. 
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