
Small, i n  formal 
discussion groups 
were the heart of 
the conference. 

S T U D E N T - F A C U L T Y  C O N F E R E N C E  

by the approach of a second youth. After exchanging 
comments on the tranquility of the evening, they drifted 
into a discussion of the techniques of the conference. 
The small, informal discussion groups which were the 
heart of the conference were proving excellent for bring- 
ingfor th  difficult and touchy problernc. and faculty and 
'-iiirlent'- had ~cernrd to easily reach il pintie of rnu~ual 
understanding. 

"If we can just get across to them,'' said the first 
)oiilh " i f  w can j u ~ t  make them realize that we 
really are dissatisfied. and if tip ran get them to respect 
our opinions, then I l l  be satisfied, even it the thing 
fkic~ri't romp out  w i t h  : i t i t  real irnproi~rnent-' i i t  c t I I . ' *  

His companion nodded agreement, but soon riio\ed 
dot\rt the path. leaviriy the ~ihilosoplier a lone with In"? 
thr~i~aht'-. He ~ o r 1 r l e r ~ 0  ivheth~ r thf irlcnc t h p t  w ~ t r i ~ d  
~ o o d  : i t  f i r ' - t  Ã§0111t iiolcl up l a t c~ .  !+i r i i fo~~r  h;lil ( ~ I I Z -  

gestcd that the MI115 (.orr!p~itirlg p ~ r i o d  tn uwcl in olher 
I ! fi!ripiiti~;; prrirt,l fin.; ( ? e ? f i i ~ 4 * ~ d  3-  a iirn!>l~!ri- 
L i ~ i  kirig 1,-1:inn i n  r. liidi ~ I ~ I I  h ~ l h i  i r i51 i ' u r  t o r  i ind (inr's 

~ l ; l < ? r r i i i t ~ ~  t i e i f  precfrit to k'i~ep on? o n  t'hr rifht t r a c k .  
The idea still -crarn(,cl good and hr ln~liru 'd that hf; could 
imagine i t  being favorably applied to Ins junior F a r  
pl i t i - i r - -  rourG< -:. 

HF r~riierntiered a Ifitis; discinsion aliont ~iroiio<ed . . 

roorditiation between rnathernati~~ und pF!!~ir;.: in the 
first two years. Thirikina t1ar:k iiirr hi< (it-. t! ~indercla-s 
)ears. it became appaterit i t t i i t  1lii5 V'EIQ not real\< ;I 

i r i n i ~ t r  ~ ~ i ~ i t ~ l r - i t i ~  and lie w:ls i~r i i i l /~c l  at  t t w  t i ~ p c  ih i ' i t  

1 1 : a ( I  h ~ f ~ r i  spent  on it. 
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HI* u ~ i i i  grroup hiid twined . ~ L u u ~  the d t i ~ l i 1 1 ~  cflt.'~t 
of "cook book" laboratory icuti i i~s.  ~ i i d  he g1orii.i:) in 
the immense significance of this. until he iemcinhered 
that it ~ i i p  part!) hi;; own idea and Jic w'is prejudiced. 

Then i l  came to him that this was all useless. We 
are only dealing with surface p~oblerna. he thought. 
Too much time is being spent on topics like academic 
freedom, which do not matter to a niajorit? of the 
students. Why don't we tr\ to get to the heart of the 
problem ? "What cause> bad student morale any way ! 

He revolved the problem in his mind, and it began 
to seem closely related to the geneia] school dtnio~plicie. 
Man] students seemed lo fee1 that Tech had a Lad ei-Iect 
on their peisonalitj dt~teIopiiiei~t, and that tlu-y did not 
have an opportunity to express themselves. Are attitudes 
too narrow? he wondered. Are activities too limited in 
scope. in effort, in results? Are the faults not in the 
school officidla or in the curriculum, but  in the students 
themselves ? 

But how could he say that the Adn~issionis Committee 
was doing a poor job of decking "the man whose in- 
tellectual power is combined with the spark of leader- 
ship and human understanding"; how could he say 
that Techmen tend to he weak-willed and narrou-minded 

without damaging his school. his friends. and h ~ ~ n a r l i  : 
(heruhcJmed h> hit. own i h ~ ~ g h t r -  he u-ilkt-d pdi 

posetuHy hack to the lodge to seek a friend. Togvtlit-r 
they headed down the road to the beach. and h t x i ~  ( o n -  
hersation took a Iighter. ea~i t - r  turn. 

The market at  the bottom of the ioad iluulilc(J J.- d 

lunch counter. and a large group of student? b a s  de- 
lightfull) eiigdged in guessing tlie age of an intriguing 
waitres*. Students and faculty shuttled in and out .  Idugli- 
ing and talking together in a manner that anlazed die 
good-natured proprietor. 

These activities were undisturbed b) the entrdtire of 
the new pair, who joined in for a while arid then bought 
some liquid refreshments to lake down to tlitb beach. 

A small fire sparkled on the beach. diid the new- 
comers found a noisy. jolly groiip, hoi~te1ou5Jy s i ~ ~ g i ~ ~ g  
college songs. both old and new. The! located a place 
to sit in the cool sand. opened the hag of potato rhipa, 
took a fen shallows of Luhbhng liquid, and relaxed. 
Deeper thoughts were willingly put aside ~ t h i l e  they 
joined the warm camaraderie. 

It was sometime later that the yonth with die'^ from 

the group and wandered down along the sand. 11) a 
sudden flash of lirightnebs. he realized that everjone 
present piobably had his own pat explanation foi the 
world's problen~s. and there was no reason to suppose 
that his own was an\ more useful than the others. He  
5aw that the conference would not bring any imniedid~e, 
far-reaching answers. but he saw, too, that hi;- weekend 
~ o u l d  give him enough impetus to get through one or 
two more weeks of school. 

And then he would go home to see his girl. and thdt 
should give him enough push to last two mow viefks, 
and by that time the pressure of finals should get him 
through the term. 

And somehow he tvould finish the remaining jwr, 
and when it was all over, the soothing haze of forget- 
fulness would pass over everything, and he  would be 
glad he had seen it through. 

Inspired, he hurried over to speak with his friend. 
"Let's hit the sack. huh?" 

-Bob Wahh '58 
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