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P A T H S  T O  M A N H  

Some notes on Caltech's Leaders of America 

D R. OPPENWJMER was sitting in  a large over- 
stuffed chair in the Tolman study when a student 

asked him i f  he thought a classical education was of 
more value than an engineering or scientific one. He 
relighted his pipe with a match from his seemingly end- 
less supply before he answered. "There are many types 
of men, and many paths to manhood." 

After Dr. Oppenheimer's visit had ended. I thought 
hack over this answer-and the men we had met through 
the YMCA's Leaders of America program: Dr. Oppen- 
heimer. Ralph Bur~che, William 0. Douglas. and Paul 
Hoffman. Each is eminently siircessful in his work. each 
wa-^ friendly and eager to cooperate during his visit to 
Caltech. yet each wai completely different from the oth- 
ers. Indeed, the value and appeal of the Leaders program 
qeerns to be in disroveringeacch man's personality. A 
man's ideas can he found in his works, but the program 
enable4 11" to learn ah0111 the man in  the h e ~ t  w a \  pas- 
ib le- -hy rneeting him. 

\^hen U P  met Paul F-foffrnan. t h ~  first gue-'t of the 
program, he -opined qhorter than he looks in pictures-- 
f i n d  rnn-11 fl iondli~t  than he appear8 in  his Hwhrarh 
portrait. I-or 12 hoin- a day. for four (Liy", he nit=[ w i t h  
stiideni~ in -riiall 9onp-i. spoke h ( b f o i (  large grotip-, 

talked, answered questions. asked questions. joked. and 
laughed. In spite of this strenuous pace. his warmth in- 
creased a? his visit progressed. 

We met Justice Douglas and his wife as they hurried 
through dinner at the Athenaeum before rushing to 
Dabney Hall for the Justice's first public appearance. 
His weather-beaten baby face came as something of a 
surprise, but his relaxed friendly manner w i n e d  alto- 
gether natural. He appeared to enjov talking with stu- 
dents about his broad background and his varied experi- 
ences. He was as interested in learriirig from students as 
he was in educating them. 

Dr. Bunche had the understanding and relaxed poise 
that comes from many years of working with people. 
Perhaps more than any of our other guests, he welcomed 
disagreement. He thrived o n  ironing out differences of 
opinion. and as the (li'-;ruwioti became more heated he 
i e e r r ~ d  (alrner. He had i i  read1 -en-? of hurnoi that he 
often u-^pcl to h i inph i<  audience rloser. In  moments of 

repost. u n a t  f r o m  ~ r o u p - ;  of p o p l e  he tw! a m p  more 
-ierioii^ and. 'it time., wenled to lie deeply tired. 

M\ roonirnitte i n d  I l ~ ~ t  i 8 1 1  i t  1-45 in t h ~  ~ r 1 ~ 9 1 i i i n c  t f j  
nirt t lJ i .  Opppiilu irnci  at lu t r in~ t io r ia l  \ i r p t ) i  t. and hi- 

C-OMrlNUED ON PARE 50  






