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The Scientists

by Eleazar Lipsky

Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc. . . $4.95

Revicwed by Robert S. Edgar

In the last few years, achievernents
in the domain of science and technol-
ogy. and our keen competition with
the Russians in this arca, have made
the scientist much more important as
a public figure. At the same time,
much has been written and said about
the public’s misconception of the sci-
entist as an ivorv-tower misfit. In
spite of — or perhaps because of — this
notoriety, few scientists, and even
fewer convincing ones, have lived in
the pages of the novel.

The battle of Biocin

A novel dealing with scientists has
appearcd at this propitious time and.
significantly, been selected by the
Book-of-the-Month Club. The book.
The Scientists. focuses attention on a
lawsuit between David Luzzatto, an
impetuous young geneticist, and his
rather weird professor, Victor Ullman.
David, during his graduate student
davs. had discovered a mutation in-
hibitor called “Biocin™ which, for rea-
sons unconvincing to this reader, in-
creases the effectiveness of all untibi-
otics. Ullman contests David's rights
to the large royalties from Biocin.
Thus David’s reputation. and that of
the college which has capitalized on
his rising prestige. are in jeopardy.
Nearly everyone who becomes in-
volved in the ensuing complications —
the slv, fence-sitting president of the
college; the frightened or calenlating
faculty members; David: Ullman; and
the reader — comes out soiled by the
experience.

Movie materiol?

Althongh the spirit of science does
pceasionally enter, it is of little con-
sequence to the central theme of the
book swlich, following o recent and
populer literars trend. manages to
conver that monev is money, work is
the manipulaticn of one's colleagues,
and the scientist and the Madison
Avenue ad-man are brothers under
the skin. The hool: will probably make
a successful movie.

Robert S. Edgar. rescarch fellow in bio-
physics. received his BS from MeGill
University. Canada. in 1953, and  his
FID from the University of Rochester in
1957, e is working at Caltech on the
zenetics of becteriephage.
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The Search

by C. P. Snow

Charles Seribner’s Sons $3.95

“Most writers write about scientists
as if they were either men from Mars
or earnest boy scouts intent on a
meaningless task which may neverthe-
less blow s all sky high. Snow’s char-
acters are gifted human beings with
every degree of commitment to the
enterprise of discovering new knowl-
edge.”

This is the distinguished physicist.
I. T. Rabi. commenting on The
Search. First published in 1934. this
novel has maintained a certain repu-
tation over the years for its sensible
and accurate treatment of science and
scientists. Now it has been revised
and reissued.

“It made a deep impression on me.”
says Rabi, “as a novel which de-
scribed the world of science as lived
by scientists from the inside. I have
since recommended it as the one
novel which I knew which was really
about scientists living as scientists . . .
It is even more timely now than it
was when first published.”

The Search is not only a good
novel about science — it's a good story
too. As a result, it ought to give a lot
of laymen some idea of what a scient-
ist's life is like.

C. P. Snow should know. He waus
trained as a physicist and did some
research at Cambridge before he
started on what has now become a
distinguished literary career. In an
impressive introductory note to this
new edition of The Search he gives
some of his reasons for swriting this
kind of book:

“We are living. he smvs. “in the
middle of two cnltures which have
scarcely any contact at all — the tra-
ditional non-scientific colture and an
up-ancd-coming scientific one. Thes
are stertlingly different, not onlv in
their intellectual approach. but even
more so in their climate of thought
and their moral attitudes, This divide
evicte not only in the T7.8 and Great
Britain hut all over the Western
world . ..

“ .. It is mildly funny to observe
the stereotypes which each side has

of the other. The scientists’ stereotype °

of the literary culture: defeatist, un-
virile, profoundly selfish, unconcermed
about their brother men, indifferent to
the social condition. intellectually un-
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from
Deep space to

Ocean floor

Vought offers this range
to the young engineer

At Chance Vought the engineer’s assign-
ments range from the depths of the ocean to
the farthest reaches of space ... from hard-
ware operating aboard the Navy’s nuclear-
armed submarines to space research vehicles
still on the boards.

Ilere the engineer contributes to projects
such as the record-smashing Crusader jet
fighter series...the Regulus missiles. ..
and advanced weapons, details of which are
still classified.

Under the guidance of the Vought engi-
neer, such weapons take shape. He super-
vises critical tests, and he introduces the
weapons to the men with whom they
will serve.

Engineers with many specialties share these
experiences. Today, for example, Vought is
at work on important projects involving:

SPACECRAFT AND ASTRONAUTICS
ADVANCED PROPULSION METHODS
ELECTRONICS DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE
ANTISUBMARINE WARFARE

Vought's excellent R&D facilities help the
engineer through unexplored areas. And by
tearning up with other specialists against
mutual chullenges, the Vought engineer
learns new fields while advancing in his own.

Wonld vou like to know what men with
your training are doing at Vought. .. what
you can expect of a Vought career?

For full information, see our representative
during his next campus visit.

Or write directly to:
C. A. Besio
Supervisor, Engineering Persorinel
Dept. OM-.13
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MARS outstanding design SERIES

roll your own!

Speedinig up our national road-building program
is the goal of this design by Russ Henke of Elin Grove,
Wisconsirn. His behemoth of a machine literally chews
up unmapped eaith, compacts it with asphalt or mac-
adam, stabilizes it, and lays a ribbon of pawcd road
behind as it rumbles along‘ Crew and engineers ride
in an air-conditioned cabin, dnd monitor the whole
process by control instrumentation.

Tomorrow’s roads may be squeezed out like
toothpaste, but outstanding ideas for tomorrow are
still produced in the old-fashioned, painstaking, hu-
man way. And only professionals know how the best
in drafting tools can smooth the way from dream to
practical projeet.

In pencils, of cotirse, that means Mars, long the
standard of professionals. Some outstanding new prod-
ucts have recently been added to the famous line of
Mars-Technico push-button holders and leads, Lumio-
graph pencils, and Tradition-Aquarell painting pencds
These incliude the Mars Pocket-Technico for field use;
the efficient Mars lead sharpener and “Draftsman”
pencil sharpener with the adjustable point-length fea-
ture; Mars Lumochrom, the color-drafting pencils and
leads that miske color-coding possible; the new Mars
Non-Print pencils and leads that “drop out” your
notes and sketches when drawings dare reproduced.

The 2886 Mars-lumograph drawing pencil, 19 de-
grees, EXEXB to 9H. The 1001 Mars-Technico
push-button fead holder. 1904 Mars-Lumograph
imported leads, 18 degrees, EXB to 9H. Mdrs-
Lumochrom colar-drcfting pencil, 24 colors.

J.S.| S TAEDTLER INC.

HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY.

at all good engineéring and drawing material suppliers
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truthful. The literary culture’s stereo-
type of the scientist: brash, shallowly
optimistic, indifferent to the individ-
ual condition, lacking all sense of
tragedy, unemotional naive, asexual.
Well, we could laugh that off if it
didn’t mean a lack of communication
at a much deeper level. That is, how-
ever, precisely what it does mean.

. This is serious. It is hard to be-
lieve that a society whose intellectual
life is so deeply split can be healthy
for long.

“What can we do about it? There
is only one answer, and it is a prosaic
one: sensible education. Nearly all in-
telligent people can learn something
about science and scientists if they
are brought up against them properly.
It is very stupid to attempt to make
everybody into technologists; but it is
essential that everybody, including
the technologists themselves, should
understand something of the intel-
lectual and human meaning of what
the technologists are about. 1 don’t
think that that task is beyond wus,
though it will need a drastic rethink-
ing about education, both in the U.S.
and Great Britain.

A basic difficulty

“There is just one basic difficulty.
All children have a dash of the scient-
ist in them . . . The urge to investigate

. isn’t anything very special or aca-
demic . .. But all children are not
mathematicians, and that is the core
()f the difficulty. I don’t know how

many people are mathematically blind
to the extent that some of us are tone
deaf, but I suspect a larger proportion
than the educational psychologists
usually allow. Thinking of twenty ac-
quaintances, who have all done pretty
well in variouis sorts of intellectiial
life, I should say that at least five
wete, if not mathematically blind, at
least grossly deficient in mathematical
serise. That means that though, sen-
sibly educated, they could have got
4 good working idea of how physical
science goes about its business, they
woiild never have reached the funda-
mental concepts. [ suggest we have
got to accept the fact that, for a lot
of people of high intelligence and iimi-
agination, this is as near as thev are
going to come to the real stuff. It is
much better than nothing, but there
are limits, and it is just as well to be
clear-sighted about them .in advance.

“Don’t we know enough now of the
way “different kinds of intelligence
work? Dughtn’t we to be able to con-
struct an education from which any-
one of ability can get enotgh not to
feel that the scientific experierice is
alien to him for ever?”
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