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FHILOSOFHER may seenm ont of place i thi
e devored to men of science, but Herbert ‘“;3'39‘.’%1(‘1'“
ap pearana heve can be justified on sl leas
First, he exerled a tromendows intluence duvin
ime {1820-1903) upon Euglish thonght-—and
seienee, Seeondly, the conirast hetween Spene
ture {and the writien account which puoompanies
and those of the contempurary : Mn(‘h have
already been reproduced in this se ves 1o
emphasize the respect accorded to sclence md scient
during the Victorian period. i

As the phil usn;ﬁw of the great scientific movement
of the second half of the nineteenth century, Spencer’s
doctrities were attacked from both sides—by the phil-
asophers and by the seientisis. His work coineid d o in
time with the great development of hiology nuder the
stimantus of Darwins theory. and it was Spencer who
contributed to that theory the phrase “survival of the
firtest”

fn 1860 he poblished o prospectus of # new sys
of philosophy which would embrace the general princt-
;" sles of all existing ix;m:ew%w;ign Though he zave most

the rest of his life 10 the de s:m;)m&*n? of this p‘%u}
mfmh\ his alle mpl En wuﬂ ive all seientifiz knowl
edge could bardly heip mz fail. E.)?(aus& i lived at the
beomm g of a period « un;‘;araﬂed scientific activity,
he could not ,m\wb surg ap and estiveate its total
production. _’

The caricatare at the vight and the acid appraisal of
Spencer below appeared o Punity Foie for April 26,
1879,

“Herbert Spencery holds the present grealest nane
among the phils y?xoz» He is scarcely known in his
own *ommv outside the circles of fogies. hut abroad
he enjoys a wonderful reputation as the leader of all
medern thonght. He was born nipe-and-fifty years ago,
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Herbers Spencer (18HL1903), philosopher of  seience

the son of a schoolmaster, whe strove to culture him
with the classics, and to make of him a civil engineer.
But voung ‘*;mncex vesisted Greek and Latin, and soon
renoumced engineering, He was, and knew himself to
be, powertul with the pen; so he became a writer. He
fearnt to handle a good plain English of the frigid sort,
fn a casual way he published ai!m?eb on Gevernment,
Fducation, and other dull \ui)}ec :, from the fime he
was one-and-lwenty. But when Daimu invented v
lution, Evolution invented Herbert SBpencer, whpn saw
how the notion might be applied to psychologic pao?)«
lems, So he now addressed himsell to puxe phdusu ohy,
and began to publish distressing tomes. He fell foul
of Comte and of 1 M, and xlunoed a%wut with atoms
and monads in such fashion as made all men see that
he must have a philosophy of his own, r\w uobody could
well understand him his reputation waxed mightily.
He is now the one recognised authority on Z‘rm‘mhﬂ'@' ;
he has discovered that “ultimate scienfific ideas are all
represeutatives of realities that cannot be comprehend:
ed.” and that man of science }\vow that i Hs ultimate
essence nothing can be known!” Yet h:: goes on writing.
Vr. Herbert Spencer is belleved by many 1o be a
companicnable, cheerful man. He ha.». iuttn more than
once 1o a shareholders’ meeting to war with railway
directors: ke delights also in children: and he holds
that suicides should rather be enconvaged. Yet he woes
on living.” ) i




