SCIENCE

A D‘isﬂldykof‘fh‘e Arts and Sciences

IN ART

in 1698

by E. C. WATSON

GrAVER to Louis X1V, Sebastien Le Clere (1637
1714) illustrated most of the early publications of the
\cadémie des Sciences, and his enoravings constitute a
ontemporary pictorial record of the Academy’s person-
iel, apparatus, meetings and pmceedmws from 1670 to
714 that is not only unique bul also remarkable in iis
‘mount and in its accuracy.
Trained and practiced as an engineer as well as an
havaver, a lifelong student of physics, ‘ge‘qmetry and
ierspective, a minutely painstaking and precise draughts-
aan, Le Clerc was able to depict the work of the
médemy‘ and its various scientific instruments with the

reatest fidelity and understanding. His work affords

¥

1 excellent example of the effective use of scientific

‘of the composition,

material by the artist, as well as of the values of
art in recording and humanizing scientific achievements.

The engraving reproduced on this page was executed
by Le Clerc in 1698, at the time when the Académie
was being reorganized and was moving its collection
of apparatus and its equipment to new quarlers in the
Louvre. It is considered to be Le Clerc’s best work
and is notable not only for the accuracy and fidelity
with which the various scientific instruments are delin-
eated, but also for the number and variety of the
subjects, their distribution and gmhping, the handling
As an engraving showing the state
of scientific technic at the close of an epach it has
probably never been surpassed.

One of u series of articles devoted 1o réproductions of prints, drawings and paintings o interest in the history of science—
drawn from the famous collection of B C. Watson, Professor of Physics and Dean of the Faculey of the Galifornia Instizure.
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