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the Axis,” which is timely and to the point. We are indebted
to the Wickwire Steel Company for permission to use this, and
to Metal Progress, published by the American Society For
Metals, for the cut. It may seem strange that we have to worry
about scrap in our back yards when this country has large re-

sources of iron ore.

Scrap iron and steel have always been utilized in the produc-
tion of new steel, the source being largely steel mill scrap, worn-
out machinery and other heavy equipment. In producing sheet
and strip steel, approximately 35 per cent of the ingot is scrap
suitable for remelting, while in producing heavy products, such
as plate and structural shapes, about 18 per cent is scrap. In
war-time, the production of light products decreases while that
of heavy products increases. Steel Facts, published by the Amer-
ican Iron and Steel Institute, stated recently that the produc-
tion of steel ingots has risen about 27 per cent in the period
1940-1942, while steel plant scrap has increased only 24 per
cent. This may not seem very significant, but in tonnage it
is important. At the present time the shipbuilding industry is
the largest consumer of steel, and about two-thirds of their
requirements are plates. Steel production during the first
nine months of this year was 64,020,000 tons, which is
2,500,000 tons more than for the same period last year and
an all-time high. Some open heart furnaces have actually
been shut down temporarily because of scrap shortage. Indus-
try is trying to make equipment last longer by more extensive
repairs ; hence, much less is being returned to the furnaces. Pig
iron production is being expanded, but this is a tremendous job
and requires time. Steel is our most important material for the
armed forces, and for the war industries. Every bit of scrap
will help; therefore, get in the scrap now. Look at the caricature
on page 3 and see if you don’t find something there that you
have and can throw into the fight. What has been said for steel
scrap’ also applies to other metal scrap which is needed.
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