
T h e  Seminal Week-end, conductt>d March  5 and 6, 

marked a new high in alumni-campub relatioilship:,. t ~ n d e i -  

taken as a combined get-together and refresher course for 

graduates, i t  e \ i  eeded .ill expet-t.ttions-both da to artei idt i i~e 

d success o f  the progiam. I t  pien cd d coritention that 

oulj wi Aim;! AJaiei- can present aucli a n  e ien t  oi tar  

reachi1-1g :,igriifit.inre. Jt dc-momti iiied that the JJ-SC~ of 

'26 and eitBn 'I  1 ire .is much intfaic-trd in mio i l?  lc t turs  

room session5 a3 in group hum1 tit itif>. 

, . 1 he1 e &re sf \  ? I  .il rc.isoris v 1q the Seminar \\ eeL-t-rid 

via;, bound to suc~eed .  Fen ,  if dm, institutions of higher 

learning possess; a moie not-ible $.ti. ul t j  . These nien, despite 

their inanj  orhel time-consuming actkities,, in effect said, 

' O u i  time and talent a le  at  joui d~sposal. Hw? ma) we 

best serxe 1,011 ?" Coupled w ith tliih -w .is tlie often expressed 

desire of alumni to  keep contact with the campus, learn 

of new de~elopinents  in their respecthe h d d s  of engineeiing 

and science and (although it v~ as not so s tated)  submit 

theinsel~es to  the stiinulus IT hich conies with inteie5t-inspir- 

ing effort. Mention seminars to a n j  one of the 450 who 

attended and you will learn that the stimulus persists. 

Just as important in this experiment was the catalyzing 

agent: the organizers. T h e  committee comprised Clarence 

Kiech, '26 (chairman),  Fred Ewing, '27 ; W a r d  Foster, '27 ; 

Wesley Hertenstein, '25 ; D o n  d a r k ,  '29; A. D. Hall ,  '22;  

Wil l iam Humason, '36; Edward  T u t t l e ,  '28, with other 

members of the Board of Directors acting in a n  advisory 

capacity. These men arranged for  speakers, subjects, cam- 

pus arrangements, registration, overnight accommodations 

and publicity. Miss Theresa Dierkes of the Placement 

office undertook a big burden of secretarial work. Their 's 

was a big task, well done and much appreciated. 

Aside from general assemblies, seminars w ei e conducted 
ilimultdneou~lj in groups of fiom two to eight. Those  in 
attendance were permitted to %isit ~essions in accordance 
wi th  individual prefeience. F o l l o ~ ~  ing is. A brif-f listing of 
the program : 

"HUM the Institute can Help JII A1nninuÃ ~ i i d  HoÃˆ tilt: 
Alumni Arsociation can Help the lustitut?," hi Pjoi. E. C, 
Watson. 

"The C m i e r  Problem," b y  Pi of. Set-lev 0. A 1  udd and 
'Vit.nniiis in Health and J)iw.<ie," 1)) Pi of. H ~ i i i j  Jiorsook. 
P i n t .  Mudd discussed certain plu-es of the i^tncer problem 
and the treatment of mid- and Lite-stage iiicdign~nt lesion'; 
bj 900ki. X - r q s .  Piof. Ij0isOi)k ga\e  iiiteresitiiig new 
facts, on the physiological a--pects of utarnnib. 

' T h e  Pui iui t  of the Ab.iolute Zero," b j  Prof. Alexander 
Goetz. Discussion of the physics of the lower end of the 
tenlper<iture scale and of tlie method;! of reaching the abso- 
lute zero within a few hundredths of a degree. Latest specu- 
lations as to a possible "eventfulr~ess" -within the last fraction 
of tlie List degree nw n-ioJifj ei en cci tain t l icr~nudj  ~ i a m i c  
aspects and lender  rile attainment of the absolute zero 
possible. 

"Lncle Sam's Domestic Tranyuil i t l  fur tlie Next  Fif ty  
Years," b) Prof. Wil l iam B. Munro.  A vital discussion 
of prospects and how they -will affect this and the next 
generation. 

" T h e  New Particles in Physics," by Prof. Car l  D. Ander-  
son, '27, Nobel Laureate. T h e  anatomy of the atom and  
how new findings compel modification of former concepts. 
A discussion of recent discoveries, including Dr. Anderson's 
recently-announced X-particle. 

"Astrophysics," by Prof. I ra  S. Bow en. An exposition 
on what  we can learn about matter from tlie stars. 

Electrical Seminar, led hv Prof. Rovai W. Sorensen who 
spoke on general advances in electrical engineering. Dis-  

cussion of advances in electrical welding and high voltage 

equipment, by Prof. Maxstadt.  Presentation of advances 

in vacuum tube;! and electronics, by Prof. P. S. Mackeown. 

Mechanical Seminar, led hj  Prof. Robei t L. Daugherty 

x i  110 discussed ad\ ances in mechanical engineering. Prof .  

Clapp reviewed developments in materials and design. Prof .  

Knapp discussed hydraulic developments, including soil con- 

i-ervation -work. 

Ci\ i l  Seminar, conducted b j  Profs. R. R.  Martel  and F. J. 
Comerse,  comprised advances in civil and structural engi- 

neering. 



Cheinistrj S ~ r n i n a r ,  led bj Piof. Linus Pdulmg, " i l ~ o  
discussed advances in  them eticdl chemistry, including a brief 
survej of molecular t.alculdtion.i, magnetic piopertiea of 

blood and their significanie, .md piotein s t r u ~ t u i e  as re 
lated to the speciticitl o t  anti-bodies and the like. Prot .  
Lacei dLcubsed phase equih'b~ ia of 15 droarbons .  Pioi. 
Yost discussed the use of iiidio-xti5 e elements foimed h>  
transmutation a-i tracers in cliemii.al and physiological 
reactions. D r .  13uchman discussed zitamin chemisti! and 
pliysioIogic.iI effects of .itriictiire, 

Phj?ics Seminar, led h) 1'1ot. Willidixi Houston, cum- 
pdaeii the wwsd\ ti-,jjecti ot modem pl~>,ic-,. Prof. R ~ l i t ~ r i  

A. AlilliL-tri. Nobel L-nun-dte di-.<-u--ed io?mic r a p .  Ti m-,- 
mutation o f  elements 'u ,11 dl-i u-+d b) liir. Fox le i .  Piof. 

described the ~ i e ~  pi.)ltigj buildings. Prof. Ian Cainpbej1 
discussed geological exploi,ition in the Grand  C a q o n .  Piof. 
Chester Stock discussed recent developments in e r t e h ~ ~ t f :  
pdleontology. Pi-ot. H u g o  Beniotf reported progress in 
design of gco-pli)sical and acisrnological insti unients. 

Aeronautics Seminar, led b\ Prof. Ar thur  Klein, included 
advances in aeronautii-s and comments bj members of ti112 
start. 

Etonornics dnd Gun eiit Li telature Seminar, cO1idlii tc-~l 
by Profs. Graham A. Laing and Clinton K. Jud]. 

"Ethics and the Engineer," by Prof. Theodore Scares. 
A chapel session conducted b) Air.  John Piice, Tech  I .  M. 
C.  A. Secretary. 

' i'his World 's  Troubles  and How T h e J  Affect Us," by 
Prof. Horace Gilbert. What 's  going on in the international 
picture and what  to  do about it. A long-range vie-wpoini. 
of the significance of events in German) ,  I t a l ) ,  Spain, Japan, 
and China. 

" W h a t  Genetics Means," b! Prof. Thomas  H u n t  M o r -  
gan, Nobel Laureate. 

"Biochemistry at  California liistitute of Technology," 111 

Prof. H e n r j  l<orsook. 

" T h e  Discovery of Plant  Hormones," by Prof. F. W. 
W e n t .  

'Chemistr)  in W o r l d  Affairs," b\ Prof. Arnold Beckman. 
N e w  chemical discoveries in industrj  ; how chemical dis- 
coveries are  creating new products and new jobs; how 
cheinistrj ma) revolutionize agriculture; chemical utiliza- 
tion of petroleum, etc. 

' T h e  Quest for Tru th , "  b j  Prof. E. T. Bell. "Seek and 
> e  shall not find." Is man's age-old search for t ruth,  logic 
and proof futile? Possible progress kq denial of the "self- 
evident." W h e r e  are modern science and mathematics lead- 
ing u s ?  

I n  addition to the foregoing seminars, several other event's 
were sandwiched in to round out the program and cum- 
plete the picture of Tech  progress. O n  Saturday afternoon 

These three engineer- iniprc\\cd 'i isitois -with the tn4giiitiide 

of the Institute construction program. Buildings weie seen 

in t a r j i n g  states of completion. 

Following this, dii inspection of the tenth-scale model Â¥ 

the 200-incli telescope -w as c o n d i ~  ted b\ Dl. John Andei-  

son. 'I'liis is an exact model, completely inechanized even 

to the automatic control equipment. I t  has been valuable 

in advance preparations for the huge Palomar Mountain 

Observatorl,  just as the production of small lenses has pio- 

neered the way for the precise technique now being employed 

on the 200-inch lens. 

O n  Saturday evening a dinner session was held in the 

Pasadena Athletic Club. Speaker was Prof. Ar thur  Ray- 

mond, chief engineer of the Douglas Aircraft Company, w h o  

chose " T h e  N e w  Douglas DC-4" as his address. H e  de- 

scribed the new 42-passenger ship now being developed and 

emphasized many innovations which it will contain. A t -  

tendance was gratifying. 

'Phose members of the facult! who helped make the Sem- 

inar Week-end such a success, deserve our  heartfelt gratitude 

for the w a j  in which they gave of their time and energy. 

P a r t i c u l a r l ~  D r .  Millikan, D r .  Munro,  and Professor W a t -  

son, were actite leaders and generous hosts. 

Alumni within ready traveling distance of Pasadena who 

failed to attend can indeed be regretful. Here  was  an op- 

portunity unparalleled. No convention has ever provided 

such a brilliant array of speakers and t o p i c s ~ o r  such a con- 

centration of fellow Tech  men. T h e  old grads-who at- 

tended 450 strong-say, "Once is a habit." I t  is hoped that  

the Seminar Week-end can become a t  least an annual affair. 


