LETTERS

Grad students’ views on
“The Caltech Undergraduate”

Concerning “The Caltech Under-
graduate—and What You Can Do
with Him” (E & S, May 1956), we
should like 1o voice our objection to
the apparent meaning of this letter!

One point of contention is the ob-
jection to the uniqueness of Caltech,
and the statement that the otitside
world thinks that if you go to Cal-
tech you're queer unless proven
otherwise. Who is the outside world
to Mr. Trapnell ? Is it the technical
community into which he will un-
doubtedly be received very eagerly
when he completes his education at
Caltech?

Furthermore, if a student at Cal-
tech can get by while participating
in a “fantastic” number of social
events and studying as little as pos-
sible, then he is undoubtedly living
up to the expectations of the faculty

at the time he was accepted—and
God knows they expect plentv

As for what the school is dmng
for the students, the list is far too
long and well known to reproduce
here. Leave it be said that the Insti-
tute’s pollcy of financial aid to the
students is unparalleled in any uni-
versity known to us. Caltech’s student
houses are the finest example we can
find of giving a group of young men
complete freedom to work and play
and learn to live in tune with their
fellow men. »

Fi'nauy, we conclude that Mr.
Trapnell is merely mdulgmg in one
of the Caltech man’s favorite sports
—pgriping—when he says, “Where in
the hell am I going anyway?” This
problem is universal. Does anyone
know where he’s going?

Have faith, young man,
faith!

have

Bob Perpall *52
Jim McCloud ’55

A reply from Mr. Trapnell

I think you missed the point!

In the first place I like it here at
Caltech; I would hardly give thought
to going anywhere else. As you point
out in your third paragraph, this is

and thlS is, in fact, “what all the
shootin’ is about.”

However, if you don’t think that
a lot of graduate and undergraduate
students share the views expressed
in my article, then you just haven’t
been around long enough—or haven’t
kept your ears open. On the other
hand, you are apparently familiar
enough with the fact that grlpmg is
“one of the Caltech man’s favorite
sports.” Now, if you will take an-
other look at my article, I think you
will find that what [ was trying to
do was raise the problem out of the
“favorite sport” level so that we can
take a look at what’s underneath,

Fritz Trapnell ’56

style . .

Time will tell . .
homes which provide for all-electric living will
stand the test, They'll stay modern longer,
withotit the need for major alteration
or remodeling,

Only all-electric living is in step with the
. in tune with the times$. Every day,
more and more homemakers are refusing to

time to go all-electric!

. and time will prove that

settle for less. All-electric means lasting valuel
Equipment information and planning

assistance are available without cost or

obligation. Call your local Edison office.

LIVE BETTER...Efectrically
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JOIN THE SWING ...

Good Service, Square Dealing,
Cotirteous Treatment
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