Dinner Maeeting

The November DHuner Meeting of the Alumni Asso
ciation will be held o November 16 at the Pasadena
Athletic Club. Speaker of the evening is to he Henry
Durque. President of the Los Angeles fohw Commission,
His talk on “Police, Public }mennea, and the Publie,”
will give the police commission side of the recent invest-
gation of the Los Angeles polive department.

Hnner s at seven; the bar will opew at six,

Lite in Jopan

Tomize Suzuki received his B.S. in Engineering at
Caltech in 1928, After graduation he worked for several
vears for the American Bridge Company in Pittshurgh,
Penpsyivania, then returned to his native Japan to go
with - the Hazama-Gumn Company. one of the largest
contracting voncerns in steuctural work, During the war
he was in Japanese Inielligence. His family was living
in I’firf)shima when the atomie bomb was released, but
they were not immediately affected because their home
was in a canyon on the outskirts of the city.

Since the war Suznki has served as laison officer for
the Awerican Occupation Forces. In the letters below—
written to Loren Blakely "23-—Suzuki not only brings us
up to date on his own activities, but manages to convey
pretiy graphically what it's like for anybody tw live in
Japan today. : :

May 19, 1048
By dear Mr. & Mrs Blakeleyv:

Far nnduly long time I failed to write vou, b am cor-
tain that all of vou are well and prosperous. I was trans
forved to Fia - Jima, an island off Jure {(naval base},
where Jlapanese Naval Academy was stuated until sha
end of the Pacifie Wae, We are doing construction and
maintenance work here.

My tdrml\’ still Jives at No. 708 Kozaki-cho. Sekimachi,
Suzmike Gun, Mie Ken, They are fairly well except
Toshiaki, my eldest son 13 years of age, whe afiends &
Jonior High School, has some trouble with his Iungs and
is absent from school sines Januvary of this yean fie has
improved counsiderably, but still bas shight fever cccasion-
ally. We have tried to give him fovds containing proteins,
{ats, and vitamins, which are not easily secured in these
days when inflation is prevalent, as far as circumsiances
parmii.

Recently, 1 was asked to present my vecord of schooling
and pecupations (mnphwnwni\ to the main ofiice in Tokvo,
They in_ turn presented 3t to GH.Q. X they approve, I
am entitled 1o zo to the Siates for one wonth and .nspef‘
various engineering works there, (It is said that URA.
will pay our transpertation and. hotel expenses.) [ wish
T can go to America and see things there and meet old
acguaintances, friends, and relatives.

August 5, 1949

How are you all in these days when it is unbearably
hot? We in Seki are comparativelv well in spite of intense
heat and high huwmidity. T came back from Eta Jima to
Seki on Juiv 19. We bhad a typhoon on July 2829 which
paqsed through Mie Prefecture and caused damage aggre-
gatm;, o ¥en 150.000,000.00 in. this prefecture alone.
I suffered frows sunstroke for several days, but am now
fairlty well. Toshiaki has improved much; he attended
sehiool starting with the latter part of May—increasing
school howrs ha degrees. He made fairly good marks for
the term befmf* camer vacation, which started on about
1580 of July. Bui the {Inctor savs that he must take as
auch putrients as possible (proteins, fais and vitamins).
Yoko, ocur davgbter 15 yvears of age, seemingly has similar
tendency as Toshiaki due probably 1o insufficiency in
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mitrions foods,
Well, the package through CARE has reached ool It
cantained the fellowing aniicles

i sack Dommn cane sugar 1 sack Omar floews

2 pkg Unele Hew's Rice 1 hox Sievling sali

2 phy. Converted vice 1 can Capitans seya bean ol

& cakes Toilst S0Up 4 cans Phillip’s Delicious

2 vans Bonits (Lima, Pere} cornsd beef loal

# cans Plymouth Rock heef 1 can Frujt deep

L can Swanson Dried and 1 can Marvsho sheye {sanee)
whole. sgg 1 can Richmond vofiee

1 can Swilts Brookfield {1 ‘ib }
powdered whole milk 1 Powsi

They all are precious to ws and arve bacd for us 1o secure
by ordinary means. We all are glad 10 veceive them, and
wifl try to give them to owr weak children. 1 wish to
thank vyou immensely for your kindness thousand tumes.

Septereber 20, 1949

The long, sultry summer bas abuost gone, and it is
rather cool 21 times at alght and in the moraing. 1 have
been in Atsugi for more Than 40 (kns, we have urgent
work hers so- 1 do wnot go out of the Camyp very often,
We work every day in the week, plus all night when we
are asked to complete certain jobs in e,

Probabiv in & month or =0, I mav be able io return
1o Tokyo Main Office te stay there for sometime. Our
activities will he concentrated on the construetion of dams,
harbors and highways in futwre. Mavbe we rely Bbpon
American Capital more than ever before,

I am suffering from lack of proper dormitory to stay
in sinee 1 moved here, As 1 expect to stay o Tekye-
Yokohama Area for a number of years, I w ish 1o $ind a
house for wy family. However, housing shortage is se
acote here that it is almest impossible for me to locats
a suitable house in or near Tokyo. OUnly means to selve
this problem seems to be to constroct a house of ear own.
A emall, standard house costs us about 300,000 or 403,000
ven, which s abowt $1,000 in U. S moneyv. Io spite of
the inflation, our income is so low that owst of us de
aot make so much money in b davs, The trouble s
that 1 veglected to fld a bouse prior to the Pacibe
War when we could boild a house 36"x 24" st show
2008 ven, which corresponded o about $700 ai that time.
Somehow, however, [ must fnd o howe so that the family
may live tozether as i should,

Mﬁbougb we had typhoons dl!“i heavy raing owr orops
of rice and ur‘hm coreals may be ubm'e average. Already
pears, stputs and other fraits  of the season
are display f*d in frait stands, and persimmnns and raandarin
oranges will come out soon. 1b s becowming s he goud
hiking son: hills and mou main». will be covered with
gorgeous hues of sewlet and g(ﬁd edsoc amidst evergreén
trees. Before long, hunters will be busy in chasing wild
hogs, deer and duck. In the mesutime, oor siruggles
continue forever! )

We hear that the Busslans now possess A-hombs, Buot
our  desirs wills be  “NO MORE HIRODSHIMASY  for

centuries o come,

Sincerely . yours,
Tomize Sowkd

Fwo members of the Suznki family . Lefe—Twovwyear-old
Shinji woits a¢ the roudside while his mother picks swild
flowers and edible grass. Righe — Tomize Suwauki.



