wife announce the artival of David Fisher
Fayram on Awgust 27,

Major Harry L. {ephort, M5, is now
instructing in the Ar ROT.C. program
at the New Mexico State College of Agri
eubiural  and  Mechanical Arts in Las
Cruces, NM. This is a regular USAF.
sssignment, probably ef three vear’s dur-
ation, and carries with it the iraposing title
of “Professor of Alr Science and Tactics.”

Edward 3. ida veports thai he is stifl
a Service Hepresentative for Qus Flevator
in Los Angeles. A secoud addition o the
Tda fawmily is expecied this month; the
arder’s in for a hoy this time.

1947

Atbers H. . Mueller is envolled in the
Graduate School of Business Administra-
tion at Stanford. He reports that Dick
Roehm 48 is also in the Business Schesl,
while Burt Crumly ’47 and Bov Gould 49
are in Stanford’s graduaie Electrical Fngin.
eering Department.

Charles B, Shaw, Jr., aow a PhIL san-
didate in thepretical physics at the Uni-

versity of Chicago, writes that “Joe freen

4% and § bave a nice lttle cave-—complete
with Caltech pennant, Dabney steing, and
the cot for the Irontispiece of the 1947
Big T—-near the University. We awsit the
snows with some foreboding.”

1948

Patrick Normon (over, now compleiing
his training as an Exploitation Eagliser
with the Shell il Uo. in Bakervsfield, was
married last June to Hetty Dumm, am
English girl,

Lewis G. Grant, M.5., now employed
by the American Tustitnie of Asrological
Hesearch in Pasadena, was wmarrisd on
Joly 23 1o Paicla Martin, Caltecl’s
srstwhile Humanities Librarian.

194%

Bill Muehlberger was wmarried in Sep-
tember 1o Sally Provine (Seripps '49).
They're living in Smuh Pasadena  while
Bill js back at Tech, as a pgraduate as
sistant, working for a Phd)

THE CONQUEST OF SPALE

Paintings by Chesley Bonestell
Text by Willy Ley

Yiking Press, BLY., 140 pp. $3.95

Reviewed by Rober? 5. Richardson
Resenrch Associote in Asironomy

The Conguest of Space rakes you
on a superbly illustrated tour of the
solar system via space ship. Some
of the paintings probably lock better
than if they were actual photographs
of the real thing.

There have heen other hooks on
descriptive astronomy of this gen-
eral type. but always before the
rocket has been merely a convenient
hiterary device for easing the veader
from one chapter to the next. Here
the appreach is much more realistic.
The book opens with a dramatic ac-
conut of the launching of a V.2
from the White Sands Proving
Grounds, followed by an elementary
discussion of the principles of rocket
flight and planetary motion in gen-
eral. Although the authors feel con-
fident that inter-planetary travel will
he realized, they  tel]l the veader
frankly that he will have to wait a
while until the day arrives. But
when and if it does come, hers are
some of the sights we will see.

There is so much geueral interest
in rocket flight, and the habitability
of the planets, that anyone rwmored
1o have a special knowledge of these
subjects  often  finds  himsell  the
target {or some rather awkward
guestions. The trouble 15 that two

fields formerly quite distinct have
suddenly been merged. Few astron-
omers - feel competent 1o answer
queries on ‘the iniricacies of high-
spesd propulsion; and [ presume
that racket experts feel the same way
when it comes to discussing surfare
conditions on the planets. The easi-
est way out of such a situation is al-
ways 1o refer to some good hook,
In this event, you could not do hetter
than to recommend The Conquest
of Space.

The distinguishing feature of this
book is Chesley Bonestell's itlusira-
tions, In full color. they're real
“stoppers.” as the magazine editors
would say. Mr. Bonestell’s training,
first as an architect, and later in the
speecial camera effects department of
a motion picture studio, enables him
ta depict a lunar landscape or Saturn
viewed from one of its satellites, with
such startling realism that the eflect
is photographic, And there is imag-
ination, too, in the peculiar dream-
tike quality that ke imparts to many
of his scenes.

The informative passages are
tightened by numerous snusing and
interesting historical anecdotes. so
that. the exposition never becomss
burdensome. Headers wmay differ
with the text on certain points that
are matters of opiuion: thus they
may object that the question of the
origin of the lunar craters is not
nearly so well settled as the remarks
on pages 68 and 69 would imply,
or that the fins on the rockets ave tou
big, efc. Although these criticisms
may be valid. they are trivial when
compared with the fine quality of
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FAHERE is no need to sxpond your toolroom
to hundle that new special jool progrom.
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praduction, you coan get i right on schedule from
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The picture above doestt’t begin to
do justice to owr fanciest plece of
new egquipment.

It was taken aboard the Cascade
Club, swank kitchen-dining car-
lounge, now in nightly service on the
Cascade betwesn Portland and San
Francisco. Bul you really have to
see it first hand to appreciate it.

In railroad parlance, it's a three-
car articulated unit. All that means
is that it is three cars long over all,
and the dining and lounge sections
provide an unbroken vista 135 feet
long. The kitchen adjoins.

$«P Exclusive

These Club units are an 8.P. exclu-
give. No other railroad has anything

like them. Built to our specifications:

by Pullman Standard Car Mfg. Co.,
the two needed for nightly service on
the Cascades cost $750,000. Together
with their sister Lark Clubs, they
provide the world’s finest dining-
lounges-on-wheels all the way from
Los Angeles to Portland. They can
make your next overnight irip along
the Coast a truly memorable one.

WNumber Please...

Speaking of the Lark Club, fnciden-
ally, there’ll be a telephone aboard
soon. It works by radio, while the
train s in full fight. And it 'will
handle both incoming and outgoing
calle. Aside from legitimate business
and personal ecalls, we expect it to
get a heavy play from folks who
know people with the right name to
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whom they can call at odd hows
to say, “Mr. Watson, come here, 1
want vou.”

Cactus Fever?

Like the desert in the wintertime?
If vou do, chances are youw'll like it
even better in early season. It isn'd
too soon to be thinking of spots like
Palm Springs, Phoenix, Tucson and
the rest of the resort and guest ranch
eousttry, ' :

For one thing, if you go soon, the
resorts wor't he crowded, and the
weather will be at its best. Then,
too, lots of places have special re-
duced rates for Indian Summer
vacationers.
~ And remember, in making your
plans, Southern Pacific has the only
main line trains direct to Palm
Springs, Phoenix and Tucson. We

 know our way around that country

pretty well, and have a couple of
generously illustrated folders to
prove it. One of them is entitled sim-
ply “Palm Springs,” and the other
is “¥Your Vacation in Arizona and
the Southwest.”

If yow'd like one or both to help
plan your trip, just mail a card to
Mre. Geo. B. Hanson, 610 South
Main, Room 406, Los Angeles 14.
He'll send them to you right away.

Ski Heil
The world’s longest ski 1ift (8000
feet long, 2000-foot liff) is almost
finished at Squaw Valley, not far
from Truckee on our Overland
Route. Opens next month.

The friendly Southern Pacific

ook

the book as a whole,

Perhaps the biggest gquestion left
unanswered is how the Viking Press
managed to put a book on the market
containing 16 illustrations in full
color for only $3.95.

CONTINUED

LIVE WITH LIGHTNING
by Mitchell Wilson

Little, Brown & Co., Boston
404 pp. $3.00

live With Lighining is science
ficiion in the purest sense of that
battered term. It doesn’t invalve any
space ships or men f{rom other
worlds; it's a sober., earnest account
of the making of a modern physicist.

Erik Gorin, at 21, gets an appoini-
ment as an assistant in the physics
department at Columbia University,
“What . makes you want to be a
physicist?” the head of the depart-
ment asks him.

“It just never cccured iv roe to
think of anything else,” Erik answers.
“After all, what else is there?”

In the cowrse of the book, which
covers the next 15 years of Erik
Gorin's life, he finds out why he gave
that answer, and why-—for him—it
was the right one.

After 2 _couple of vears of teach-
ing at a midwestern university, Gorin
gets a bellyfull of faculty politics
and turns to industrial research.
There isn't much satisfaction in i,
but there’s money, and Erik is a
family man by now. When he iries
to move in on the big money his
work entitles him to, however, he
is neatly outwitied by the business
men who are old hands at this game,

After 2 wartime hitch at Los Ala-
mos Faik is about to accept a top
job i the atomic energy sefup in
Washington when he discovers what
the politicians are doing to exploit
atomic power, Finally he heads back
to pure research at Columbia,

Surprisingly, Live With Lightning
is a selection of the Litevary Guild.
It makes very few concessions to
popular taste. The only flashy thing
about it is its title. Above all, it
is an honest bosk—with some of
the dullness and doggedness that
often accompany honesty. Erik Gorin
doesn’ win a Nobel prize or invent
the atomic bomb. He's no hero. He's
not even g colorful individual. He's
the kind of man, and this is the kind
of book, a physicist couldn’t sneer
at. In a sense, that's a high compli-

ment.
~fH.



