
e n c e  i n  A r t  

Each hook I *  i n ~ i o d u c c d  I>? a large allegorical visiit,tte 
eiigrraed li? TI,. d a l l e  f rom dra\+ings made L\  H~iliens. 
' 1 1 ~  work deliver its importance fioin tlie fact that i t  

lays the f o u i u l a ~ i o ~ ~ s  of I ~ o r o p t c r o l o e .  provides excel- 
lent trealmenti- of snch subjects a h  biiioculdr \ i*ion. pro- 
ic(tioris. and w on.  and iiitroduccs the term "$terco- 
graphic projection." 

D i e  first of the ..Six Rook,s on. Optics dixal*> uitli "'The 
Organ. Object i111d Nature of Vi i - ion  - the term "object'. 
hcing  red  i it!^ its original meaning. of that \iliich 1)re- 
sents itself to tlie senses. Thus light and color a re  
"objec-ts" of vision. Plate 1 reproduces the vipiettc that 
introduces thi. hook. I t  s l ~ o ~ s  cherubs d i w x t i n g i h e  (^e 
of a cyclops under  the ricrutin! of a teacher. 
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ures u s i n p  avariety of optical instruments that depend 
upon the linear propagation of light. 

The  third book disclose'- the perreption of surh coni- 
mot1 "objects" a ,  size, "hape. position, orientation, dis- 
tance. continuity. discontinuity. motion. rest. and so 
forth. It is ctiaimingly sun imar i~ed  hy the vignette 
repiodured here a s  Plate 3. 

Tin' fourth hook is entitled "Visual Fallacit~s" and 
Plate \ illustrate" one of the many optical illiisions that 5. Illustration f o r  tin' fiftli /~oo/t. n/uc/i di'(113 with 
a rc  discussed in detail. "/,ifi/~ t urtd S/tu(Lc.*" portrayfi a /)/I o/o/t~rtci (, t/wri iiii'nt. 

The fifth hook deals nit11 "Light and  Shade." The 
vignette in  this case (P la te  5 )  is of especial interest fo r  
it r l ea r l j  p o r t r a y  a photometer experiment. The inven- 
tion of the photometer is usually credited to Pierre 
Bouguer ( 1098-1758 ) . hut here in an engraving executed 
more than a hundred years before Bouguer's first ptihli- 
cation we have a clear. as well a s  artistic. portrayal of a 
working photometer %ith al l  its essentials. 

The sixth and last buok occupies nearly a third of the 
whole volume. It is entitled 'bI'rojertions.'" and deals. 
with perspective and  scenography as  well as with both 
orthographic and stereographic projertions. Its vignette 
(P la te  6 ) .  like the other five, is not only artistir but also 
quite appropriate  to the text. 

Taken togethei. these six beautiful engravings displa! 
a very considerable rompreherision of the principles of 
optics on the part of one of the world's greatest and 6. Sixth hook deals 14 i th  p ( > r ~ p t ~ c t l i  c. Â¥ici'r~ograp/t 
most prolific artistb. und orthographic and .stercographic pro;f,ctii/~is. 


