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PALOMAR

The World’s Largest Telescope

By Helen Wright

The Macmillan Co., New York $3.75

H =LEx WriGHT’s book is a popular
history of the origin and develop-
ment of the 200-inch Hale telescope
—and a good one. Though i’s a
small book (188 pages) it covers a
lot of ground, starting with Galileo
and the first astronomical telescope,
and working up to George Ellery
Hale and the greatest of all tele-
scopes.

After a historical introduction on
telescopes, Miss Wright settles down
to the story of the 200-inch from
the time when Hale first conceived
it in 1928, through the negotiations
with the Rockefeller Foundation
which resulted in a $6,000,000 grant
to build it, the selection of Palomar
Mountain as the site for it, the con-
struction of the observatory, the
casting of the mirror at the Corning
Glass Works, the building of the

mounting at the Westinghouse Elec-

tric and Manufacturing Company,
and the dedication of the telescope
on June 3, 1948.

Helen Wright is an .astronomer
herself (she’s been associated with
the Vassar College Astronomy De-
partment, the U. S. Naval Observa-
tory, Meunt Wilson Observatory and
the Maria Mitchell Observatory) and
she is author of a biography of
Maria Mitchell, America’s first
woman astronomer. For the past
three years she bas been working,
under a Carnegie Foundation grant,
on what is to be the official biogra-
phy of George Ellery Hale. Palomar
is a detour from this long-range
project.

Naturally, then, this book is
strong on detail from the years when
Hale was alive (he died in 1938).
Material on the final construction,
tests and recent observations made
with the 200-inch telescope is con-
fined to a few pages in the book—
though that doesn’t keep it from
being a first-rate introduction to the
Palomar Observatory.

Recent Faculty Publications

THOMAS POWNALL
By John A. Schutz, Assistant
Professor of History

The Arthur H. Clark Co.,
Glendale, Calif.

$10.00

A sBrocrapEY of the British de-
fender of American liberties who
served as Governor of Massachusetts
from 1757 to 1760—and an incisive
study of Anglo-American relations
in the eighteenth century.

PRINCIPLES OF PLANT PHYSIOLOGY

By James Bonner, Professor of Bi-
ology, and Arthur W. Galston, Asso-
ciate Professor of Biology
W. H. Freeman & Company,
San Francisco

$5.50

A rtExTBOOK for undergraduate
students, at the second or third year
level, who have had a course in
general chemistry and general bi-
ology or botany.

I eutein. Catirorg )

The sign of better*buys”
WIRINC for the value-wise!

YOU HAVE TO LOOK beyond the “For Sale” sign
to find value these days, but not too far
beyond if there’s a Certified Adequate Wiring
sign in evidence.

Certified Adequate Wiring indicates extra
value built into a home—plenty of circuits,
outlets and switches for efficient electric service
now and in the future. It is an assurance that
the house will stay modern longer—an important
assurance to buyer, seller and lending agency.

Ask your local Edison office for full
information about Certified Adequate Wiring.
There’s no cost or obligation. -

'SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY



