‘A 'l'oweé of
Opportunity

for America’s young
engineers with capacity for
continuing achievements in

radio and electronics

Today, engineers and physicists
are looking at tomorrow from the
top of this tower ... the famed
Microwave Tower of Federal
Telecommunication Laboratories
...a great development unit of
the world-wide, American-owned
International Telephone and
Telegraph Corporation.

Here, too, is opportunity for
the young graduate engineers of
America . . . opportunity to be
associated with leaders in the
electronic field . .. to work with
the finest facilities . . . to win rec-
ognition . .. to achieve advance-
ment commensurate with
capacity.

Learn more about this noted
Tower of Opportunity...its long-
range program and generous em-
ployee benefits. See your Place-
ment Officer today for further in-
formation about FTL.

INTERESTING
ASSIGNMENTS IN—
Radio Communication Systems
Electron Tubes
Microwave Components
Electronic Countermeasures
Air Navigation Systems
Missile Guidance
Transistors and other
Semiconductor Devices
Rectifiers * Computers * Antennas

Telephone and
Wire Transmission Systems

 Fedend
Telecommurnication
Laboradories iz

A Division of International
Telephane and Telegraph Corporation
500 Washington Avenue, Nutley, N. J.

BOOKS

One by Life, another out of Time

THE WORLD WE LIVE IN

by the Editorial Staff of Life
and Lincoln Barnett

Simon & Schuster $13.50

The World We Live In is made up
of a series of 13 articles which ran
in Life at intervals from December,
1952 to December, 1954. Indivi-
dually, these articles were impres.
sive; collected. they are awesome.

This is, in every way, an over-
whelming book. Just to lift it (and
children under 5 or adults over 75
should be discouraged from trying)
is an experience. As a physical his-
tory of the world, it probably has
more of everything than any other
book on this subject ever had before
—more photographs, more artwork,
more color pages, more foldout
panels. In fact, it’s just about the
richest dose of popular science ever
offered in one container.

The lushness of the book is in-
clined to obscure the fact that there
is some good reading here too, ahove
and beyond the caption material.
This text has been written by Lincoln
Barnett (The Universe and Dr.
Einstein), based on material collect-
ed by 10 researchers and checked by
almost 250 authorities in various
branches of science. It is a compre-
hensive and extremely orderly job of
writing, The headings of the 13
chapters describe the scope of the
book: The Earth is Born, The Mir-
acle of the Sea, The Face of the
Land, The Canopy of Air, ‘The
Pageant of Life, The Age of Mam-
mals, Creatures of the Sea, The
Coral Reef, The Land of the Sun
(deserts), The Arctic Barrens, The
Rain Forest, The Woods of Home
(forests of the temperate zones) and
The Starry Universe.

THE TIME BOOK OF SCIENCE
by Jonathan Norton Leonard

Random House, New York =~ $3.95

As scieEnce editor of Time, Mr.
Leonard has .recorded a lot of im-
portant -scientific advances in the
last ten years—and a lot of scientific

trivia and exotica- too. There are

-are being offered
canapés in lieu of a good dinner.

examples of all three in this collec-
tion of 152 of Mr. Leonard’s stories
from the science section of Time.

The stories appear here un-
changed—just as they ran in the
magazine at various times between
1945 and 1955. For some obscure
reasorn, the stories are a]sn undaltcd,
so that the general reader, coming
up against statements like “A more
conventional effort to map the Milky
Way has just been completed ... "
has the dubious privilege of making
his own guess as to when, within a
ten-year period, this effort was made.

Though there is no apparent at-
tempt to organize these pieces chron-
ologically, they are at least divided
into five groups: The Behavior of
Matter, The Stars and the Earth, A
Gallery of Machines, The Living
World, and the Story of Man—or,
roughly, physics, astronomy, engi-
neering, hiology, and anthropology
and archaeology.

It may be because there are so
many bits and pieces here, but, at
any rate, the book seems best—and
certainly most solid—in its earlier
sections, getting scrappier as it goes
along.

The first section, for instance, on
The Behavior of Matter, starts off
with the story of the “Manhattan
Engineer District,” as revealed in
the Smyth report in 1945; ultra-
sonics comes up next; then an early
description of the action and effects
of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki; an account of how
close the Nazis came to producing
an atomic bomb during the war; an
admirable explanation of relativity;
an intimate report on the first nu-
clear chain reaction at the Univer-
sity of Chicago in 1942: and an
essay on the rapid march of science
in the 20th century. :

Most of these pieces are extremely
short, hovering around 750 words.
This may be just the right portion of
science to ‘serve a newsmagazine
reader who also has to work his way
through a dozen other courses from
Hemisphere to Cinema; readers of
this book, however. may feel they
slightly stale

ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE



