
L E T T E R S  

A $'New Hypothesis'' on Science and Religion. 

San  lose. (X i / ,  
Sir: 

1 Y T'he  Relatior1 of Scier~ce arid 
Religion+' (E&S -./urw. I95ti). 

Richard l?eyn~nar~ clefir~es his ver3- 
tral question as "the problem of 
rr~airitaining the real value of re- 
ligion. aq a qcwrce of strength and 
courage. while. at the same time. 
twt requiring a11 ah50lute faith in the 
metaphysical aspects of religion." I 
rannot qualify as one of the expert% 
rcqilested hy J)r. Feynrnar~ for his 
panel, h11t t ask to be heard a5 one 
of the hypothetical young men who 
 ha^ t~ecn expowd to tioth converi- 
tio11a1 religion arid tcl sciet~ce, and 
I V ~ C I  is theret~y persor~ally corifror~t- 
PCI hy thi= ver! prohlern. 

D r .  F~ynmar1.s i>hoice of the word 
'-irta(leq~~ate~. for cor~~erit ior~al  re- 
Iigior~ is very apropoc, and anyone 
with a qeri~e of proporliort rrt~tst 
agree that t h i ~  v a ~ t  ~lniverse co111d 

o t ~ e  with :I certce of juqtive mwt he 
cliwatiqfiecl with cor~ven~ii~nal rp- 
1igior1.c explar~atiort of the ~ u f f e r i t ~ ~  
 specially in little childrert 1 whir11 
(an  t ~ e  o t ) ~ e r $ e ~ i  C I ~ I  all sideq. How 

It i q  ~1o6-ihle that an expert ori 
cor~vet~tic)r~al religiott car1 recotlcile 
these problems tn his own and some 
ot1lersh catiqfactior~. and I hope that 
thic panel will ha\p the opportur&y 
to hear ~ u c h  a prr~et~tatiort. For rr!] 
11art. 1 ack that vnll (at k a ~ t  tern. 

vor~tentior~al religion's corlr-epts of 
.'(;oda' and "Man." Yo11 rnay wish 
to rush back to them a9 the lesser of 
two evils, hut at least admit that 
they w e  ~1nsatisfyir1.g in their present 
Iortn. and he willing to open your 
mind to ar~other hypothesis. 

Dr. Feyr~rnari provided 115 with at1 
excellet~t poinl of depar tur~.  FIt, 
%aid: '*Yet again. there are tht, 
atoms of which all appears t~ he 
cor~structed. following itnrn~~tat)lp 
laws." Every day c o ~ ~ n t l e ~ s  exper;- 
rner~ts reconfirm the fact that phy5- 
ival matter behaves irt accorda r~~e  
with impartial rules or  law^, and 
that arly apparent departure from 
these laws is actually a measure of 
rmr lark of ~ ~ t ~ d e r s t a r ~ d i r ~ g  of the 
laws. Scier~ce doe5 {lot make up the 
laws: it cart ortly attempt to gain 3 

!letter tlriderstartdir~g of the laws 
which a1 ready mist. 

For example. qrience books have 
long maintained that *'matter var~t~ot 
he created or dectroyed -- only 
changed i r ~  form.'. and this ironclad 
'-la\+'' ha9 been used to define the 
i ot~qervatior~ of energy. Einstein and 
atrlrr~ic energy have now shown the 
law to he at1 illustration of rnarl'q 
lack of l~t~cIerqtar~(ling. I t  lilrr~s O I I ~  

that both matter and erwrgv are 
rr11.reIy clifferent forms of the sarnv 
LLq~~t~star~ce...  and that orle can he 
r reated frort~ t h ~  destructior~ of the 
other. ~ ~ O N ~ P I I - r .  the principle of corl- 
qervatior~ still applies. for the 11t.t 

total '*wk~ctartce" or "forw" re- 
rr~ait~s cot~statit. ever1 tho11gh its 
forrrl is vhanped frorr~ pt~ysical rrtat- 
ter to energy. clr vice verqa. I t1  a 
rriorner~t we will attempt an extra- 
poIatio11 of this knowledge. 

1,et 11s first take full cognizanre 
of nur l imitat iot~~, typified 1)y thi3 
not too imaginary ronver9atior1: 

l ~ t  character: "1 wonder how the 

11ri i \  erse got etarterl?" 
2nd character: --There rrwst ha\(, 

hver~ a (,od to rreate it---how elce 
r~o~iI(1 it get =tarted7" 

1st character: -'[ dorl't know." 
2nd rharacter: .'Well. i f  you dotist 

know any other ~=q~lartatior~. 1 rn1~4t 
he right..' 

TO the finite mir~d. there rrlrtst he 
a heginning and an e t~d.  4~ long a? 
fin it^ objects are being d i s r ~ ~ s ~ d ,  
the hegir~t~jng a tld the erid can he 
atretched very far apart. and it is 
atill po~sihle for h e  finite mirid to 
encornpaw them. However. it j11st 
sirnpl y ie r~ot  possik)le for the finite 
mind to co~~prehenc! jt~fir~ity. any 
rnnre than it i~ pos~ible fclr the 
largest elevtror~ic !>rain to har~dle an 
infinite n ~ ~ r n h r r .  Let 11s be humbk 
enough to arlrnit that. t n  a finite. 
mortal hurr~ar~ heir~g. irtfirlity (or  
" ~ k ~ d . ' \  i~ Iiterallv ~~r~kr~owahle .  At 
rnost. we can only rornprehen(i 011- 
vrvable finite tnanifestatior~s. 

With this Iirnitaiion in rnir~d. I 
suhrnit the follo~vir~g hypothesiq: 
( iocl ic pure s p i r i ~ i ~ a l  force. infinite 
i n  all d in ter i~ior~~.  i n c l ~ ~ d i t ~ g  time. 
a rd  therefore t~rtkr~o$vak~le i c ~  mortal 
rnm. 411 thirtp. ir~rludirtg pt1ysic3I 
tnalter, energy, and rrientality are 
merely different forms of t h i ~  ilt~i- 
versa1 life force. and all forrnq o p -  
ate in avvordarlre w ith urlivercal artd 
impartial laws. kar4~ living h11ma~1 
h x i y  i~ inhahiterl lay arl immortal 
11r1it of ~ p i r i t ~ ~ a l  forre called a so~tl .  
a r ~ d  all ~ t lch  ~111itq are ~11k1jevt tu t t ~  
Game 1111iversaI l a u ~  whir11 apply to 
all other forrr~s of t h ~  t~r l i$ers~I  
force. 'It s11ch time ac a ~ O I I I  1 ~ .  
corrIe5 aware of all of these laws- at~(l  
leartis to live i r ~  harmony with same, 
it will literally l ~ e c o ~ n e  "one witti 
God:" 

lJet 11s take a deep breath and con. 
cider the perqonal  implication^ of 
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the hypothesis. It i 
individual soul if 
process of learning th 
experience. and that 
i q  being currently 
through reincarnation 
of phyqical bodies. (Bear with m--- 
we will dispose of Rridey IVTnrph~ 
in a moment.) 

I respectfully maintain that this 
concept at least disposes of the latter 
part of Dr. Feynman'~ central prob- 
lem; it has no arbitrary metaphw- 
ical aspects. but throws open the 
entire field of observable phe- 
nomena to fearching scientific in- 
vestigation. In fact. this very search 
for wisdom is the personal chal- 
lenge of every human being. beran';e 
his increase of wisdom in any OUP 

lifetime is the measure of his snill'.'- 
growth in that lifetime. 

Back to Bridey Murphy 

Before going further, let us p 
hack and put Bridey Murphy in per- 
spective. It would be tempting to 
enter into a detailed discussion of 
Mr. %rev Bernstein's lack of 
knowledge, and his poor experi- 
mental techniques. However, for the 
sake of brevity, I will gladly concede 
that his experiments did not prove 
the existence of reincarnation, if 
you will in turn concede that his 
sloppy handling of the material did 
not nece~sarily disprove such ex- 
istence. Please remember that I am 
submitting a hypothesis-not trying 
to prove it. 

Assuming that we are all still 
keeping an open mind, let us con- 
fider some other  implication^ of the 
hypothesis stated above. We have ac- 
ciimiilated massive amounts of ex- 
perirnental evidence of the existence 
of a law of cause and effect in the 
area of physiral matter, and we have 
found that a similar law also oper- 
ates in the area of energy. Modern 
psychiatry has discovered that the 
same law (in more subtle forms) is 
equally valid in the area of men- 
tality. Our hypothesis implies that 
there is a similar parallellism of 



Letters 

Now! 
Golden-brown pancakes 
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TODAY NOTHING COOKS FASTER than a modern 
electric range. From a cold start with a cold pan, 
your pancakes are golden-brown in 2 minutes. Hot 
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VISIT HIM and Live Better- Electrically! 
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laws throughout the entire scale of 
manifestation, from the grossest 
physical matter right on up to the 
most refined forms of spiritual 
force, and further implies that full 
understanding of these laws awaits 
only the development of adequate 
experimental techniques for their 
true nature to be determined. Here 
is a real frontier for the scientist 
with the courage of a pioneer. 

Reincarnation 

Pending scientific determination of 
these laws, let us consider the prob- 
able nature of one of them. From 
our well-documented experiments 
with physical matter. we are well 
aware of the fact that we cannot ex- 
tract more gasoline from a tank than 
we put in at the start. The same 
goes for energy in a storage bat- 
tery. If our hypothesis is valid, a 
similar law should apply at the 
mental level and the spiritual level. 
Although it has never been meas- 
ured, for lack of parameters, our 
own empirical experience has shown 
that any creative endeavor must 
necessarily be preceded by s o m e 
comparable mental effort. And when 
we consider the spiritual level. we 
find that a very wise man has al- 
ready stated the exact law for us: 
". . . whatsoever a man soweth. that 
shall he also reap." When we com- 
bine this sound natural law with the 
concept of individual souls being re- 
incarnated into a series of physical 
bodies, we find ourselves with a lap 
full of satisfactory explanations for 
many bothersome mysteries. 

Immediately. we find that none of 
the suffering we see or experience 
results from the arbitrary and un- 
predictable will of some remote 
third-party "God." Any individual 
who suffers in this lifetime is merely 
reaping the results of suffering he 
imposed upon others in a previous 
lifetime. In a literal sense, each 
person "brings it on himself," 
through ignorance of this universal 
and impartial law. I s 
there is a fe 



about \his concept that is bound tu 
strike a reqpcmsive chord in any per- 
son who maintains that there should 
he individual re3ponsibility for in- 
iliviclual actions. 

It is apparent from history. and 
from current events, that many in- 
dividuals are pilirig up a peck of 
trouble for their souls in the future 
through their actions in this life- 
time. tt is high time that science got 
to work on the problem of checking 
out this law. in order that mankiiiil 
may &top learning about it the hart1 
w a y .  

There is an excellent illustration 
of piiy-Hal la% which applies to 
thiv problem. Let us say that there 
are two men at the brink of a 1000- 
foot cliff. and we specify that one 
has full knowledge of the law of 
graxity. and that the other has no 
knowledge. Then. if both jump off 
the cliff. the man with no knowledge* 
of the law will he just as dead at the 
~ottorri as the man with hill know1- 
edge. So. too. ttith the spiritual law 
of " a s  vou low." Ignorance of thi- 
Ian does not exempt anyone from its 
operation. 

Learning the hard way 

1x1 the rneantirne. kt 11s cnriqider 
the impact of this concept on t h ~  
first poitiori of Dr. Feynrnan'e cen- 
tral -"rnairitaining the real 
value of religion as a source of 
-trertgth arid courage." 1 qugpest that 
a rode of conduct Lased o n  
a literal acceptance of .' . . . whatso- 
ever a man ~oweth. that shall he 
also reap." w i l l  tmter far above any 
r>ode imposed on the individual 
through fear by an external organ- 
ization. 111 fact. 1 think it likely that 
the c~nrioii~ tena(ity of a general 
moral code. ever] in the atheist. i c  
riothirig more than the effect of the 
wisdom flictilled the hard wav h i  
the atheist's caul through past re- 
ir~carnations. 

Furthermore, i t  is apparent that 
this same roncept has a built - i r l  

automatic inspiration mevhanism. 
The ir~ditidual who arcepts it has a 
c ornpellirig personal reason for canL 

fully avoiding imposing his will palatable jumble of dogma a n  d 
upon that of another, for only by metaphysical absurdities. Therefore. 
such avoidance will he save himself suggest that science go to work or] 
the pain of being on the other end verifying the pure form of the uni- 
of the stick in some future life- versal laws suggested in this '"new 
time. At ihe same time. he has an hypothesis." in  order that all mian- 
equally compelling reason for tak- kind m a 3  in truth. "maintain the 
ing positive action to use his talents real value of religion as a source of 
for the benefit of his fellow man. strength and courage, while. at the 
The net result is a sound selfish rno- same time. not requiring ari abso- 
tive for doing only unselfish thing-;. lute faith in the metaphysical aspects 
This. too. feels "right." At this point. of religion."' 
we find that the same wise man who 
stated the law of "as ye sow.'' some A direct question 
2000 years ago. also made a neat I yield the floor to another rnern- 
summary of the very point we have her of the panel. after this aqide to 
been trying to make. He said. "For Dr. Feynman: Have you ever been 
the kingdom of God is within thy- intrigued with the question of wh\ 
self. - $5 yo11 have always been intereqted in 

this apparent conflict between sci- 
Evaluating human actions ence and conventional religion? I 

4s more and more evidence Pourc that you have had come ex. 
in  to reinforce the impression that perience with the reincarnation rorl. 

thii; i s  in truth a "well-ordered uni- in a previous lifetime, and t h a ~  
wse."  I find it personally coin- it is this distilled wisdom in your 
forting to have a hypothesis which ,̂j d i c h  now prompts to 
~ rov ides  a practical basis for evalua- actively question Ã§,ornethin 
ting the many human actions (in- jw feel you inial,t 
eluding my own) which used to aI)- even confirm this yourself. by care- 
Pear to he proof of a "disorder!/' fully rereading p u r  original articlr- 
universe. Most of all- I appreciate and noticing the numerous places i r ~  
the fact that it places no limits- (he very phrasing of your 
lions on my ability to think. On the questions contains indications of the 
contrary- it provides the greatest answers from the standpoint of re. 

stimulus to think for my- incarnation. 41so. it rniehl be inter. 
'elf- for it would be folly kdeefl ^ f o y  to recall your feel- 
to blindly imitate those whose ignor- ings (̂  your  intellectual evalua. 
ante of the la^ is permitting them tion regarding the above article as 
to sow weed<. you read it for the first time. Jf you 

I n  conclusion, it i s  necessary that a n y  feeling of l o  me I 
I qualify the term "new hypothesis" have been hew before." 1 think yo,: 
as applie(1 to the concept described mnld consider that at least a partial 
above. Of course, it is not new at confirmation of the fact that yo,l 
all. Millions of people accept this have indeed "been there before." 
concept today. and millions accept- -Sfan Sohiw. '4J .  
ed it long before Jesus Christ wa- - 
born. However. in one sense the term Stan So11ler is ou ner of the 
"new hypothesis" has been used cor- T h o r q h b r ~ d  Business Service in 
rectly. for nearly all of these mil- Sun Jose. Calif. Before he went info 
lions have had to accept a large over- huainess for himself he spent the 
bur(ien of metaphysical and social five war years at North American 
dogmas along with t h e  essential Aviation. at M e n m  in Biirbank. 
truth, Our own conventional rr- and with the 4 A F  at If righi Field. 
Iigion~. as we have seen, suffer from 
the same burden: the truth of For Richard Feyn 

Chri'it*~ ~earhing is buried in an un- 
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Letters . . . CONTINUED 

Dr. Feynman replies to 
Mr. Sohler's "New Hypothesis." 

M R. SOHLER presents us with 
another theory about why we 

should not make others suffer- 
namely, that if we do, our own soul 
will suffer in a later reincarnation. 
But that souls are reincarnated is not 
certain, and it seems to me that the 
idea would imply many metaphysical 
consequences. 

Mr. Sohler also suggests that his 
hypotheses lead to verifiable con- 
sequences. for he says that it is high 
time science went to work to verify 
this "new hypothesis." So he wants 
to tell us what to find before we look, 
and it is this characteristic demand 
of religious theory which, I main- 
tain, represents a conflict with the 
spirit of science. 

Suppose that, after whatever sci- 
entific tests Mr. Sohler envisages are 
made, it turns out that his hypotheses 
are not verified. Suppose, let us say, 
they are even proved wrong. Would 
we then go out and make our neigh- 
bors suffer, being now released from 
the fear of retribution in a future 
reincarnation? 

Everybody knows that somehow it 
is wrong to do that, but why is it 
necessary to get the strength to do 
good from a metaphysical theory of 
things which may eventually be in 
conflict with what is scientifically 
discovered? 

That is the question I raised in 
rny article. It is not answered by 
choosing a particular religion from 
West or East and claiming that its 
metaphysical consequences must be 
verified by future scientific research, 
while those of other religions are 
manifest absurdities. That is the old 
way. 

What message would Mr. Sohler 
have for someone who doubts the 
reality of reincarnation? Our scien- 
tific experience teaches us that any 
definite theory of the world that we 
can formulate today i s  probably 
wrong. We ought to be able to live 
even better lives, knowing that. 

if you're feeling very  well 

or i f  you're feeling queerly 

i f  it's living you want 

1 

most 

have a checkup yearly 

Many cancers can be cured if 
detected in time. That's why 
it's important f o r  you t o  have 
a thorough checkup, including 

a chest x-ray for  men and 

l 
a pelvic examination for  
women; each and every 
y e a r .  . . no matter how 
well you may feel. 
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