LETTERS

A “New Hypothesis” on Science and Religion.

San Jose. Calif.
Sir:
"N “The Relation of Science and
Religion” (E&S — June. 1956),
Richard Feynman defines his cen-
tral question as “the problem of
maintaining the real value of re-
ligion. as a source of strength and
courage, while. at the same time.
not requiring an absolute faith in the
metaphysical aspects of religion.” I
cannot qualify as one of the experts
requested by Dr. Feynman for his
panel, but [ ask to be heard as one
of the hypothetical young men who
has been exposed to hoth conven-
tional religion and to science, and
who is thereby personally confront-
ed by this very problem.
Dr. Feynman's choice of the word
“inadequate™ for
ligion is very apropos, and anyone

conventional re-

with a sense of proportion must
agree that this vast universe could
hardly be a mere stage setting for
“God” to observe man’s struggles on
a tiny =peck such as the Earth. Any-
one with a sense of justice must be
dissatisfied with
ligion’s explanation of the suffering
(especially in little children) which
can be observed on all sides. How
“God’s

when God is defined by conventional

convenlional re-

can such things be will.”
religion as “all-loving”? Finally,
anvone with a =ense of perspective
must be acutely aware of Dr. Feyn-
man’s point that conventional re.
ligion's  definitions of “What is
God?” and “What is Man?" have
had to be continually changed in
light of new scientific discoveries.
It is possible that an expert on
conventional religion can reconcile
these problems to his own and some
others’ satisfaction. and T hope that
this panel will have the opportunity
to hear such a presentation. For my
part. [ ask that vou f(at least tem.
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porarily} =et to one side all of
conventional religion’s concepts of
“God” and “Man.” You may wish
to rush back to them as the lesser of
two evils, but at least admit that
they are unsatisfying in their present
form. and be willing to open your
mind to another hypothesis.

Dr. Feynman provided us with an
excellent point of departure. FHe
said: “Yet there are the
atoms, of which all appears to be
constructed,  following
laws.” Every day countless experi-
ments reconfirm the fact that phys-
ical matter behaves in accordance
with impartial rules or laws, and

again.

immutahle

that any apparent departure from
these laws is actually a measure of
our lack of understanding of the
laws. Science does not make up the
laws: it can only attempt to gain a
better understanding of the laws
which already exist.

For example, science books have
long maintained that “matter cannot
he created or destroyed — only
changed in form.” and this ironclad
“law™ has been used to define the
conservation of energy, Einstein and
atomic energy have now shown the
law to be an illustration of man’s
lack of understanding. It turns out
that hoth matter and encrgy are
merely different forms of the same
“substance.” and that one can he
created fram the destruction of the
other. However. the principle of con-
servation still applies. for the net
total
mains

“force™ re-
constant, even though its
form is changed from physical mat-
ter to energy, or vice versa. In a

“substance”™ or

moruent we will attempt an extra-

~polation of this knowledge.

Let us [irst take full cognizance
of our limitations, typified by this
not too imaginary conversation:

Ist character: ‘I wonder how the

universe got started?”

2nd character: “There must have
been a God to create it-—how else
could it get started?”

1st character: [ don’t know,”

2nd character: “Well. if you don’t
know any other explanation. I must
be right.”

To the finite mind. there must he
a beginning and an end. As long as
finite objects are heing discussed,
the beginning and the end can be
stretched very far apart, and it ig
still possible for the finite mind to
encompass them. However, it just
simply is not possible for the finite
mind to comprehend infinity, any
more than it is possible for the
largest electronic brain to handle an
infinite number. Let us be humble
enough to admit that. 10 a finite,
mortal human being. infinity (or
“God™1 is literally unknowahle, At
most. we can only comprehend ob-
servable finite manifestations,

With this limitation in mind. [
submit the following hypothesis:
God is pure spiritnal force, infinite
in all dimensions, including time.
and therefore unknowabhle to mortal
man. All things. including physical
malter, energy, and mentality are
merely different forms of this uni-
versal life force. and all forms oper-
ate in accordance with universal and
impartial laws. Each living human
body is inhabited by an immortal
unit of spiritual force called a soul.
and all such units are subject to the
same universal laws which apply to
all other forms of the universal
force. At such time as a soul be.
comes aware of all of these laws, and
learns to live in harmony with same,

it will literally become *“one with

God:”
[Let us take a deep breath and con-
sider the personal implications of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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GRADUATE RESIDENCE
CENTER ESTABLISHED
AT LOS ALAMOS

Los Alamos Scientific Labora-
tory has completed ar‘r?nge- ;
ments with the University of

New Mexico for the g‘stablish-
ment of a Graduate Res‘idenc:e :
Center at Los Alamos. This |
program will provide the pr :
portunity for employees and
residents to meet all of the
requirements for the’ma:st’er’s
degree in the physical sclexl.ceé
and engineering (including |
Nuclear Engineering) by at-
tendance at evening classes. .
| Some of these courses are ;
taught by Laboratory person=
nel outstanding in their fields.

In addition, there are exten- .
sive course offerings ’in the
undergraduate and technician
training fields for those wis"h-
ing to pursue academic train-
ing related to their jobs or for
their own development.
Complete information about
career opportunities and the
academic training programs :
can be had by writing,

Director of Scientific Personnel
Division 561
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the hypothesis. It implies that each
individual soul is engaged in the
process of learning the laws through
experience, and that this experience
is . being accumulated
through reincarnation into a series
of physical bodies. (Bear with me--
we will dispose of Bridey Murphy
in a moment.)

I respectfully maintain thati this
concept at least disposes of the latter
part of Dr. Feynman’s central prob-

currently

lem; it has no arbitrary metaphys-
ical ‘aspects,” biit'throws open the
entire - field . of ohservable phe-
nomena to sedrching scientific in-
vestigation. In fact. this very search
for wisdom 1is the personal chal-
lenge of every human being, because
his increase of wisdom in any one
lifetime is the measiire of his soul’s
growth in that lifetime,

Back to Bridey Murphy

Before going further, let us go
back and put Bridey Murphy in per-
spective. It would be tempting to
enter into a detailed discussion of
Mr. Morey lack - of
knowledge, and his poor  experi-
mental techniqites. However, for the
sake of brevity, [ will gladly concede
that his experiments did not prove
the existeice of reincarnation, if
you will in tiurn concede that his
sloppy handling of the material did
not necessarily disprove sich ex.
istence. Please remember that [ am

Bernstein’s

submitting a hypothesis—not trying
to prove it.

Assuming that we are all still
keeping an open mind, let us con-
sider some other implications of the
hypothesis stated above. We have ac-
cumillated massive amounts of ex-
perimental evidence of the existence
of a law of cause and effect in the
area of physical matter, and we have
found that a similar law also oper-
ates in the area of energy. Modern
psychiatry has discovered thdt the
same law (in more subtle forms) is
equally valid in the area of men-
tality. Our hypothesis implies that
there is a similar parallellism of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Electric
cooking
is fastest!

Now!
Golden-brown pancakes
in 2 minutes—
when you cook electrically!

TODAY NOTHING COOKS FASTER than a modern
electric range. From a cold start with a cold pan,
your pancakes are golden-brown in 2 minutes. Hot
soup takes 68 seconds. Bacon and eggs 314 minutes.
Fry, bake, broil or roast —electricity does it better.

THERE'S MORE: your kitchen is cooler. And
cleaner. Pots and pans keep that mirror-bright
shine. Kitchen walls look fresh and new much
longer.

AFTER WARRANTY on your range expires, Edison
services it free —charges only for parts, if needed.

IF YOU'RE STILL COOKING the old way, it's simply
because you haven't seen the new '56 electric ranges
at your appliance dealer’s.

Visit HiM and Live Better — Electrically!

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA @&Z2Z3 COMPANY
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laws throughout the entire scale of
manifestation, from the pgrossest
physical matter right on up to the
most refined forms of spiritual
force, and further implies that full
understanding of these laws awaits
only the development of adequate
experimental techniques for their
true nature to be determined. Here
is a real frontier for the scientist
with the courage of a pioneer.
Reincarnation
Pending scientific determination of
these laws, let iis consider the prob-
able nature of one of them. From
our well-documented experiments
with physical matter, we are well
aware of the fact that we cannot ex-
tract more gasoline from a tank than
we put in at the start. The same
goes for energy in a storage bat-
tery. If our hypothesis is valid, a
similar law should apply at the
mental level and the spiritual level.
Although it has never been meas-
ured, for lack of parameters, our
own empirical experience has shown
that any creative endeavor must
necessarily be preceded by some
comparable mental effort. And when
we consider the spiritual level, we
find that a very wise man has al-
ready stated the exact law for us:
“ .. whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” When we com-
bine this sound natural law with the
concept of individual souls being re-
incarnated into a series of physical
bodies, we find oiirselves with a lap
full of satisfactory explanations for
many bothersome mysteries.
Immediately, we find that none of
the siffering we see or experience
results from the arbitrary and un-
predictable will of some remote
third-party “God.” Any individual
who suffers in this lifetime is merely
reaping the results of suffering he .
imposed upon others in a previois
lifetime. In a literal sense, each -
person  “brings it on himself,”
through ignorance of this universal
and impartial Taw. [ suggest that
there is a feeling of “rightness”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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about this concept that is bound to
strike a resporsive chord in any per-
son who maintains that there should
be individual responsibility for in-
dividual actions.

It is apparent from history, and
from current events, that many in-
dividvals are piling up a peck of
trouble for their souls in the future
throigh their actions in this life-
time. It is high time that science got
to work on the problem of checking
oiit this law, in order that mankind
may stop learning about it the hard
way.

There is an excellent illustration
of physical law which applies to
this problem. Let us say that there
are two men at the brink of a 1000-
foot cliff, and we specify that one
has full knowledge of the law of
oravity, and that the other has no
kriowledge, Then, if both jump off
the ¢liff, the man with no knowledge
of the law will be just as dead at the
hottom as the man with full knowl-
edge. So. too, with the spiritual law
of “as vou sow.” lgnorance of the
law does not exempt anyone from its
operatiori,

Learning the hard way

[n the mieantime, let us consider
the impact of thiz concept on the
first portion of Dr. Feynman’s cen-
tral problem—“maintaining the real
valiue of religion as & source of
strerigth and courage.” I suggest that
a persotial code of conduct based on
a literal acceptance of . .. whatso-
ever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap,” will tower far above any
code imposed on the individual
through fear by an external organ-
ization. In fact, [ think it likely that
the ciirious tendecity of a general
motal code, everi in the atheist, is
nothing more than the effect of tlie
wisdom distilled the hard way by
the atheist’s soul through past re-
incarnations.

Furthertiore, it is apparent that
this same concept has a built-in
automatic mechanism,
The individual who accepts it has a

inspiration

compelling personal reason for care-
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fully avoiding imposing his will
upon that of another, for only by
siich avoidance will he save himself
the pain of being on the other end
of the stick in some future - life-
time. At the same time, he has an
equally compelling reason for tak-
ing positive action to use his talents
for the benefit of his fellow man.
The net result is a sound selfish mo-
tive for doing only unselfish thing:.
This, too, feels “right.” At this point,
we find that the same wise man who
stated the law of “as ye sow,” some
2000 years ago, also made a neat
summary of the very point we have
been trying to make. He said, “For
the Kingdom of God is within thy-
self, . . .7
Evoluating human actions

As more and more eviderice pours
in to reinforce the impression that
this is in truth a “well-ordered uni-
verse,” I find it personally com-
forting to have a hypothesis which
provides a practical basis for.evalua-
ting the many human actions (in-
cluding my own) which used to ap-
pear to be proof of a “disorderly”
universe. Most of all, T appreciate
the fact that it places no limita-
tions on my ability to think, On the
contrary. it provides the pgreatest
possible stimulus to think for my-
self, for it would be folly indeed
to hlindly imitate those whose ignor-
ance of the law is permitting them
to sow weeds.

In conclusiot, it is necessary that
[ qualify the term “new hypothesis™
as applied to the concept described
above. Of coiirse, it is not new at
all. Millions of people accept this
concept today. and millions accept-
ed it long hefore Jesus Christ was
born. However, in one sense the term
“new hypothesis” has been used cor-
rectly, for nearly all of these mil-
lions have had to dccept a large over-
burden of metaphysical and social
dogmas along with the essential
truth. Our own conventional re-
ligions, as we have seen, suffer from
the same burden: the truth of
Christ’s teaching is huried in an un-

palatable jumble of dogma and
metaphysical absurdities, Therefore,
[ suggest that science go to wotk on
verifying the pure form of the uni:
versal laws siggested in this “new
hypothesis,” in order that all man.
kind may, in truth, “maintain the
real valiie of religion as a source of
strength and courage, while, at the
same time, not requiring an abso-
lute faith in the metaphysical aspects
of religion.”

A direct guestion

I yield the floor to another mem:-
ber of the panel, after this aside to
Dr. Feynman: Have you ever beer
intrigued with the question of why
voi have always been interested in
this apparent conflict between sci-
ence and conventional religion? 1
suggest that you have had some ex-
perierice with the reiricarnation con-
cept in a previous lifetime, and that
it is this distilled wisdom in your
soitl which now prompis “vou to
aciively question something which
just doesn’t feel “right.” You might
everi confirm this yourself, by care-
fully rereading vour original article
and noticing the numerous places in
which the very phrasing of vonr
guestions contains indications of the
answers from the standpoint of re-
incarnation, Also, it might be inter-
esting for yoi to recall your feel-

‘ings (not your intellectual evalua-

tion) regarding the above article as
you read it for the first time. If you
liad any feeling of “seems to me I
have been here hefore,” T think yon
could consider (hat at least a partial
confirmation of the fact that you
have indeed “been there before.”
—Stan Sohler, 41,

Stan  Sohler is ouner of the
Thoroughbred Busiiiess Service in
San Jose. Calif. Before he went into
business for himself he spent the
five war years at North American
Aviation, at Menasco in Burbank,

and ‘with the AAF at Wright Field.

For Rictiard Feynman’s reply
—see page 52
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Opportunity

for America’s young
engineers with capacity for
continuing achievements in

radio and electronics
Today, engineers and physicists
are looking at totriorrow from the
top of this tower ... the famed
Microwave Tower of Federal
Telecornmunication Laboratories

«..a great development umit of
the world-wide, American-owned
International Telephone and
Telegraph Corporation,

Here, too, is opportunity for
the young graduate engineers of
America . . . opportunity to be
associated with leaders in the
electronic field ... to work with
the finest facilities . . . to win rec-
ognition . . . to achieve advance-
ment commensurate with
capacity.

_ Learn miore about this noted
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range program and generous em-
ployee benefits. See your Place-
ment Officer today for further in<
formation about FTL,
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Dr. Feynman replies to
Mr. Sohler’s ''"New Hypothesis."

I R. SOHLER presents us with
another theory about why we
should not make others suffer—
namely, that if we do, our own soul
will suffer in a later reincarnation.
But that souls are reincarnated is not
certain, and it seems to me that the
idea would imply many metaphysical
conseqiiences.

Mr. Sohler also suggests that his
hypotheses lead to verifiable con-
sequences, for he says that it is high
time science went to work to verify
this “new hypothesis.” So he wants
to tell us what to find before we look,
and it is this characteristic demand
of religious theory which, I main-
tain, represents a conflict with the
spirit of science.

Suppose that, after whatever sci-.
entific tests Mr. Sohler envisages are
made, it turns out that his hypotheses
are not verified. Suppose, let us say,
they are even proved wrong. Would
we then go out and make our neigh-
bors suffer, being now released from
the fear of retribution in a future
reincarnation ?

Everybody knows that somehow it
is wrong to do that, but why is it
necessary to get the strength to do
good from a metaphysical theory of
things which may eventually be in
conflict with what is scientifically
discovered ?

That is the question I raised in
my article. It is not answered by
choosing a particular religion from
West or East and claiming that its
metaphysical consequences must be
verified by future scientific research,
while those of other religions are
manifest absurdities. That is the old
way. .

What message would Mr. Sohler:

have for someone who doubts the
reality of reincarnation? Our scien-
tific experience teaches us that any
definite theory of the world that we
can formulate today is probably

wrong. We ought to be able to live

even better lives, knowing that,

k1

have a kcheckup yearly

Many cancers can be cured if
detected in time. That’s why
it’s important for you to have
a thorough checkup, including

a chest x-ray for men and

a pelvic examination for

women,; each and every

year . ..no matter how
+ well you may feel.
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