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IN THIS ISSUE

On our cover this month-—Dr. Norman
H. Horowitz, professor of biology at
Caltech, and author of the article on
page 21, “The Origin of Life.” In this
absorbing article, Dr. Horowitz, a gene-
ticist, traces the history of man’s at-
tempts to discover the fundamental
characteristics of living matter, from
the earliest time down to the present.

“Volcanoces, Ice and Destructive
Waves,” the article on page 26, started
life as a Friday Evcning Demonstration
Lecture at Caltech last spring. It was
given, and written, by Dr. Frank Press,
whe came to Caltech last year as pro-
fessor of geophysics. Dr. Press taught
previously at Columbia University,
where he received his PhD in 1949.
He is well known for his geophysical
investigations of the crustal structure
of the continents and ocean basins, and
for theoretical and experimental work
on elastic wave propagation,

The letters are still coming in on
Dr. Richard P. Feynman’s article, “The
Relation of Science and Religion,”
which ran in our June isue. You'll find
some of the more provocative ones on
page 6.

PICTURE CREDITS

Cover ‘Nolan Patterson
p.18 Richard Hartt
p. 19 _ Carl Benson—Snow, lce and
Permafrost Res. Est.

p. 20 Walter Girdner
p. 22 Oil painting {1686) by Verkolje
p. 24 Roger C. Hart,
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 41, 261 {1955)

p. 25 C. A. Knight,
Cold Spr. Harbor Symp. Quant,

Bio. {vol. 12)

p. 26 Wide World Photos
p. 38, 39 David Groce '58
p. 42 James McClanehan

NOVEMBER, 1956

Printed.in Pasadena PP

NOVEMBER, 1956 VOLUME XX NUMBER 2

PUBLISHED AT THE CALIFORN!A INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CONTENTS

In This Issue 3
Letters 6
The President’s Report ‘ 15

Highlights from Dr. DuBridge’s report
on Institute activities for 1955-1956

Research Highlights, 1955-56 17

The Origin of Life 21
A colorful account of man’s continuing
attempt to determine the fundamenta!
characieristics of living matter.

by Norman H. Horowiiz

VYolcanoes, lce and Destructive Waves 26
by Frank Press

The Month at Caltech 32

Interhouse Dance 38
A pictorial record

Student Life 42
s about that time.
by Marty Tangora °57

Alumni Scholar 44
Personals , 56
STAFF

Publisher: ..o Richard C. Armstrong 28
Lditor and Business Manager............cooooo...... Edward Hutchings, Jr.
Lditorial Assistant. ... Gerda Chambers
Student News.......c.ooooooooeeeeeieieeeceenieiecnen. Martin C. Tangora 57
Student Photogropher_...........ooooo. David Groce 58

Published monthly, October through June, at the California Institute of Tech-
nology, 1201 East California St., Pasadena, Calif., for the undergraduates,
graduate students and alumni of the Institute. Annual subscription $3.50
domestic, $4.50 foreign, single copies 50 cents. Entered as second class matter
at the Post Office at Pasadena, California, on Septmber 6, 1939, under act of
March 3, 1879. All Publisher’s Rights Reserved. Reproduction of material
contained hcrein forbidden without written authorization. Manuscripts and all
other editorial correspondence should be addressed to: The Editor, Engineering
and Science, California Institute of Technology.

6 : 3




