
STUDENT LIFE 

A Senior takes inventory of Caltech's traditions 

a n d  discovers an unmistakable trend 

ITTING IN THE LOFNGE in the late afternoon, a 
magazine lying unobtrusively in his lap, the Senior 

thought of traditions. 
f t  was a natural thingto he thinking about after what 

had just been going on a moment ago. There had been 
a freshman, reading the same magazine, wearing cords. 
The frosh. who was a pretty good boy at  that, had been 
the only freshman in the lounge at the time, and had 
read along, completely oblivious of the small knot of 
upperclassmen which began to form around him. 

The upperclassmen, in a group effort to be subtle 
as well as funny, talked among themselves in loud 
voices. "Some guys around this school just don't have 
any respect for traditions. "Isn't that the truth?.. 
"Freshmen especially. You'd think they didn't care at 
all." "What's a college without traditions?" 

Gradually the little group of upperclassmen grew, all 
of them staring at the unfortunate freshman. who still 
read. in blissful ignorance of lii4 impending fate. More 
and more upperclassrnen chimed in i ~ i l h  comments that 
became more and more explirit about the value of old 
traditions. 

Suddenly their victim hecarw r-on'-riou'- of the circle 
that had formed around him; in a belatfd H a 4  of in- 

sigii~. he realized that they were talking : ' l i o u t  him. 
Well. the conclusion of the episode was swift and 

~ibnplt,. il'is cords restingintact hut n i i o ' - t ~ i p i ~ d  i n  ~ I I P  
uppt r branches of the courtyard In t .  i t  f r i  '-hriuirt learn- 
ed the value of old traditions. 

Rut several little details of the incident had started 
the Senior to thinking. 

I n  the first place, it turned out that the frost1 had 
never even heard of a tradition about only -'eriiors weal- 
ing cords. 

f r i  the second place, when, two years earlier, one of 
his classmates had tried to wear colds lo lunch in the 
house. the Senior had been helplef-' to protect his budd!~ 
as a swarm of at least 20 then-seniors had fallen upon 
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him and torn the pants iriio little pieces. The contrast 
was evident. 

To the Senior the whole thing Has qrnptomatir of 
a trend which seemed to be Â¥-weepiri the campus and 
the students, wiping clean the old rough. rowdy, poofy, 
devil-may-care Caltech life and replacing it with a kind 
of scientific sterility, based on certain logical premises: 
don t  do that. somebody might get hurt: don't do that, 
somebody's trying to study: don't do that. somebody's 
going to have to pay for it. 

When the Senior had been a frebhman, lie had been 
part of a srrewy. reckless ~tudenc body that had an 
individuality which could neither be predicted nor sup- 
pressed. Hp and his buddie- h;id plajed tag with !he 
police for a week. -~eal ing bows from grocery Â¥-tore- 
at night, then marching down Colorado Street in their 
paj amas : they had wa terfought. room-stacked, and 
election-rnllicd with men who knew that sorne of their 
number were going to flunk out but who thought i t  was 
worth it. with men who believed that self-expres-' -lor1 was 
wrnetirnes ftorth the price of  o-'traci-rr~. and- he h;id to 
admit it--with a lot of men who neier actually thouaht 
much about it hut jiiet Vicrit out to h;ne a bla-t. 

N o w  the Senior felt a ~nawirig awav at i h i ~  old u a v  
of thing*. Ml ii different qpirit in i h ~  -tuclint hof l~ .  u 
spirit which he had heard -amp philo-)ophi(vil friends 
of hi-; ( f i l l  t l 3 4 -  - tmptotn of the' der a\  (if WH i i i  <t. iht 

-p i1 i t  of ilori'~-mi&f. Don I 1~ noi-t . - o m  ho(h ~ ~ i l g h t  
) P  trving lo sleep. Don't go r s i - i  hell over a t  O X Ã ˆ  
you might flunk out. Don't  -teal h c n c s ;  you might get 
cauglit. Don't do this; \OH might b( sorry. Don't do that; 
wmehody might not like it .  

Of coiir~e. there u n's always sorr~etiod~ trying to -'Irep : 
h e r e  Ã ˆ Ã  alwte- i-omehody fliir~ldng out. and so oil. I t  
was a question of valuw. 

Mentally. tlie ^c-nior took a little inventory of  lie old 
traditions. 

There were - t i l l  ~ i a t ~ r f + h t - ' ,  *i1ihoiieh -'oniehot?i had 
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drum was permanently retired, o r  the year that water- 
tights were outlawed. 

T o  the Senior. the old rerklessness had always called 
up a conflict in  lalut-s.. It  was the individual vs. society, 
ko to  $peak. A t  i-ociet). he  wanted i t  quiet i n  the alleys 
after 10:30; a s  an individual, h e  wanted to screw 
around when he  felt like it. As society, he  didn't lielieve 
in stealing boxes; as  a minority group, he  wanted t o  
have a bonfire. 

Usually, though, this little idea of the spirit  of don't- 
inight would he the hayis. of his decision. It wah h e t ~ e r  
i r ~  live in a s t ~ c * i ~ ~ ~  tthvre ~ w u p l e  could s -c~eu  a ~ o i r n d  
midnight if the) felt Jike it ( ~ t  le-id ucca-iondl ;!  I 

even at the price of a little lo?t sleep. It was worth i t  to 
J i ~ e  in  a bociety vilicre kid? could  liavv Lo~i f i~e- .  t - C ~ I  

dl thv pliue of quiir a ievi boxes. 
This  was the /turd w d )  to look i t t  it. l w c ~ i i w  it  u n - ~ , i t  

that there were no set rules f o r  conduct, n o  fixed 11s-t 
of things not to  do. The rpiiit  of don't-niight H&> the  
easy way out. but the Senior was afraid to think of 
where i t  ultimate!) lcd. 

The  Senior put  the magazine away and walked up 
to his  room to dress Sor dirniei, ~ionderi i ig  ~ h d t  he'd 
do the next time some frosh was mearing cordt. 

INDUSTRIES THAT MAKE AMERICA GREAT 

ANSPORTATION m m m 

FREEDOM'S 

We sometimes become so bemused with 
its astronomical facts and figures that we 
are apt to regard the transportation in- 
dustry as an end in itself. 

But transportation has grown into a 
giant because it represents the translation 
into reality of some basic precepts of de- 
mocracy . . . freedom to think, freedom 
to buy and sell, freedom to move about 
as we please. The resultant interchange 
of ideas, people and goods has inevitably 
led to the development of large-scale, 
efficient transportation. It is thus no ac- 
cident that history's greatest democracy 
should a k o  have history's greatest trans- 
portation system to serve it. 

The transportation industry itself has 
never lost sight of its basic origins. Cogni- 
zant of its responsibility to the nation, it 
has always reinvested large amounts of its 
earnings in plant expansion, in engineer- 
ing, in research-all for the development 
of better and more efficient methods, 
machines and conveyances. That is why 
American cars, planes, ships and trains 
are able to supply their services so effi- 
cient] y and abundant] y. 

The science of steam generation for 
power, processing and heating in the 
transportation industry has likewise kept 
pace with the demand for greater effi- 
ciency. B&W, whose boiler designs power 

such giant vessels as the 5. S. United 
States, continues to invest large amounts 
of its own earnings in research and en- 
gineering to discover better ways to gen- 
erate steam for ships and trains, for 
power plants and factories. The Babcock 
& Wilcox Company, Boiler Division, 161 
East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
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