in 1950 and, at' the same time, began his career at
Ciiltech's Jet Propulsion Laboratory as a junior research engineer. H e received his PhD in 1955 and in
1956 became chief ot the research analysis section
at JPL.

John Scott Award
Ren'ito Dulbecco, Caltech professor of biologj, has
been awarded the 1958 John Scott Award for inventing a method of isolating and identifying viruses. The
$1,000 award was presented at the annual meeting of
the Americ~ii Association for the Advancemerlt of
Scltrmce in \\ dshington Idst month. The .sw.iul ~ d s
established h; John Scott .1 Scotch chemist. w h o died
in Edinburgh in 1816. H e bequeathed $4.000 with the
instructions that income deii\cd honi it was t o he
awarded to irn entors. Siuce then, the fund bas g n w n
to more thcin $100,000 - and the original $3dlvard is
now $1,000 or more. In the 142 years since the award
was established, more than 500 inventors hate received it. Among them were Thomas A. Edison, Orville Wright and Madame Curie.
Dr. Dulbecco received his MD from the University
of Torino in Italy in 1936 and came to Caltech in
1949 as a senior research fellow. He became associate
professor in 1952 and has been a professor since 1954.

Advanced

He began his virus research in 1952. His technique
iin oh t i h gnw ing viruses on living cells know 1.i at,
tissue culture. The viruses themselves are too small
to watch, 1nit from the changes in the cells thp action
ot the viruses can be determined. Dr. Dulbecco's prizewinning technique has been used in preparing the
Salk and other important vaccines.
Dr. Dulbecco's current research at Caltech is one of
two projects now being supported by March of Dimes
grants. A grant of $73,594 -was awarded to the Institote last month for investigations of virus inheritance
by Dr. Dulbecco and Dr. Marguerite Vogt, senior
research assistant. In experiments involving polio virus
mutation\. Dr. Dulbchvt.~~
< i d Ins assoc*iates dre 'ittempting to mate two kinds of kiruses to produce
offspring combining traits of both "parents."
If ailuses (an be changed, it may lie a step toward
de\ eloping v, edkened strains for more effecti~e vaccines.
A second March of Dimes grant of $33,943 will support a program involving the study of certain key
components of nucleic acids by Linus Pauling, professor oi chemistry at Caltech, and his associates. This
group has been investigating the molecular structure
of proteins and nucleic acids for the past few years.
They will now attempt to determine the incredibly
small distances between the atoms of nucleic acid.
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