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I his disc-men opened u p  '1 whole new held of 
ity>e'ii< 11 wliii 11 lids led (11 new Am;v kdgv of geiitt, 
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?\en in bacteriolog\ - ~ l i e i e .  foi the first tinhe. it 
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Would W.ir I I  the application of genetic principles 
resulted in a fourfold increase in penicillin produc- 
tion, a5 well as the development of new means of 
a s s c i ; ~ i i ~ p i t ~ i m i ~ ~ s  and arnino adds  in food and 
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In making their discovery the men used the led 
bread mold Neurospora crassa (subjecting it to x-rays 
and ultra\ iolet l id ]  t to produce genetic mu t a t i o~~s  ) 
They have siuee been identified not only with the 
discovery, but with the addition of this new tool for 
genetic research. 

A native of Nebraska, Beadle was born in Wahoo 
iii 1903. H e  got his BS in 1926 and his MS in 1927 
from the University of Nebraska School of Agri- 
culture, then went t o  Cornell University, where he 
became interested in genetics. After receiving his PhD 
in 1931, lie came to  Caltech as a National Research 
Council fellow. He became an Institute research fel- 
low il l  1932, and instructor in biology in 1935 In that 
same year lie went to  the Univeisity of Paiis to work 
with Dr. Boris Ephnissi. whom lie had met at Cal- 
tech. While there he  made his first important discov- 
ery - that a gene controls the eye color of the fruit 
fly. Drosophila, by producing a particular chemical 
substance. 

After a year on the biology faculty at Hanard ,  
Beadle v ,cut to Stanford ds profess i~  of biology in 
19'37 H e  ieturned to Caltedi in 1946 to surceed tlie 

An exciting future 

'Caltech is a wonderful place," says Beadle. "I am 
grateful to have been here and t o  have had a small 
part in its growth during these past 14 years. Leaving 
it is painful. But Chicago is a great institution, too, 
with a long history of educational leadership. Its 
future is exciting to  contemplate, and I am looking 
forward with enthusiasm to making whatever con- 
tribution I can." 

As chancellor of a university with 8,000 students, 
over 800 faculty, over 55,000 alumni, and an academic 
budget of over $32.000,000, Beadle will have an op- 
portunity to make plenty of contributions - and make 
them he  will. Chicago's future is even more exciting 
to contemplate now that Beadle's there. 


