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Hallan N. Marsh, BS '22, a prom- 
meiit petioleurn engineer, iii'.tbntor, an- 
tlior and ,i dnec to1 of the ('dltrt 11 
Alumni Associcttion during the years 
J 951 to 1953, died siddenly in Whit- 
tiei, C ttl~foi~~id. of lieai t attack on 
Jul!, 24, 1964 

Born .-ipnl 21 1899, in Ne~llsville. 
Wisi O~ISIII,  lie b > . ~  tmit 1 ..thfonu 111 

in 1914. His. hithei Spencer M Marsh, 
'tii i lii\i > ei .uid titsite x-udto~ in M 15- 

coiisin \4 110 came t i  ?st to bt'coiiie IJis- 
tiic-t Attorney and later Judge of the 
Superior Court in Sail Diego (bounty. 

H'tl Mtiish sened 111 the A n q  m 
1918 and r~ceived 11i.s BS i i i  niechan- 
ifal engineering from C'iltecli in 1922. 
He was elected to Tau Beta Pi and 
Sigma Xi. He worked as an engineci 
for the San Diego and Arizona Rail- 
wa), spent a year in gi>idu.ite work at 
Giltecli, and then entered the eiigmeer- 
ing depttitineiit of the Gt'neiiil Petrol- 
eum C ~ r p o r ~ ~ t i o n  111 Los Angeles. 

Aftei 37 e,u s v, it11 Oenerdi Petrol- 
eum (now Mohil Oil Co. ), he letired 
in 1960 as rn~uiagei of its Pioductio~i 
Engineering and Equipment Section. 
He was a national authority on how to 
measure and control the underground 
conditions encountered in oil and gas 
production. His papers have enriched 
the techmcal literature. He held eleven 
patents on (hilling 01 pi oduciug irisiti u- 
ments and equipment, and it w'2s he 
who long ago developed the "Marsh 
funnel."' \\hi(-h is now iist~l 111 ~ o t a i ~  

drilling all over the world 
In 1961, the AIME gave him the 

John Fi anklin Cdril Award for distin- 
guished contributions to petroleum eii- 
g~neeiiiig The attttioii, which win- 
manzes his contributions to the en- 

t ' i l ~ J i I ~ t ~ 1  in Oil ~ 1 O d i i f i ~ J ~  O~~f'rdtlOiih 
and his inspir 'iti onal teaching 'tud iie- 
elopiiieut of juriior e i igi i~-~~i~-alI  ae -  
< o~npli*ih(:~d tlii ough a dedicated ,id- 
heieiice to the simple, biiGc concepts 
of science. economics, and piofessional 
mtegiity ' He wai> artixe in the Amei- 
ican Petioleurn Institute, served a5 the 
cl~airn-i~~i of the Central Committee on 
Drilling and Production Practice, and 
\ u s  it leader for more tliari 30 yeais 
in the institute's program of standardi- 
zation. 

Hdlldii M.irsh \+'is elected to the 
Executive Council of Tau Beta Pi in 
1961. He seived as secretaiy of the 
council from December 1962, until his 
death. He was very active in Tan 
Beta Pi activities and was most con- 
cerned with financial matters of the as- 
sociation. 

He was .t person of extraordinary in- 
tegiity . He recognized no  degi ees of 
integiity-saying that honest)., like 
pregnancy, is either present or absent. 
Once asked if he was d cynic, he quoted 
a Chinese proverb saying that if a man 
has both ideals and intelligence, he is 
bound to become a cynic when he dis- 
covers how far short mankind fails of 
its ideals, and then his happiness will 
depend on mixing his cynicism with 
kindness. 

Hal Marsh's greatest success was in 
the selection and development of junior 
engineers. Before World War 11, h e  
was instrumental in setting up a train- 
ing program for newly hired engineer- 
ing graduates. From 1937 until Marsh's 
retirement, 71 graduates had entered 
the program and 54 of them were still 
with the company. Of these, one was 
then a division vice president, one an 
operations superintendent, one a joint 
inteiest manager, one a division con- 
troller, and five were district superin- 
tendents. About half of the 54 were 
supervisors or managers of field op- 
erations and half were staff engineers, 
some with great responsibility. Two 
were in foreign operations of Socony 
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Mobil. A Mobil executive commented 
that "Hal Marsh has multiplied his con- 
tribution to the company by inultiply- 
ing the skills of his juniors, setting in 
motion a chain reaction that can con- 
tinue for decades." 

Hal Marsh was an ardent mountain 
climber and life member of the Sierra 
Club, a licensed pilot of private air- 
planes, a bmoating enthusiast, and a su- 
perb color photographer. 

Hal Marsh had a clear concept of the 
distinction between the scientist and 
the engineer as follows: "A scientist is - 
concerned with what happens from a 
given combination of materials and 
forces. An engineer starts with the par- 
ticular result desired, and then deter- 

mines what combinations of materials, 
forces, and human factors will produce 
the result, 01- something close to it, at 
an acceptable cost." 

Mr. Marsh is survived by his wife 
and companion for 40 yea1 s, Kareen, of 
16342 East Prudencia Drive, Whittier, 
California; their son, Dr. john S. Marsh, 
Whittier neurosurgeon; their two 
daughters, Mrs. Neila Gregory and 
Mrs. Janet Davis; and 6 grandchildren. 

-Donald S.  d a r k  

Ernest Maag Retires 

Ernest Maag, principal structural en- 
gineer for the school section of the 
Office of Architecture and Construction 
of the State of California, is retiring 
on December 1. For the past ten years 
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November 21 Interhouse Dinner-Dance 

May 8 Annual Alumni Seminar 

June 9 Annual Meeting 

PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE 
TO CALTECH ALUMNI 

There are two ways in which the Placement 
Service may be of assistance to you: 

(1) To help you seek new employment or a 
diange of employment. 

( 2 )  To inform you when outstanding oppor- 
tunities arise. 

This service is provided to Alumni by the Insti- 
tute. A tee or charge is not involved. 
I t '  you wish to avail yourself of this service, fill 
I and mail the following form: 

To: Caltech Alumni Placement Service 
California Institute of Technology 
Pasadena, California 91109 

Please send me: 

0 An Application for Placement Assistance 

Q A form to report my field and operation so 
that I may b e  notified of any outstanding 
opportunities. 

....... Name ..................................... Degree ( s  ) 

........ ............................................ Address Year ( s )  

lie has been in charge of the southern 
California office of the school section. 
which supervises approximately two 
million dollars worth of public school 
construction per year. 

After graduating from Caltech, Mr. 
Maag got his first training at the Pasa- 
dena Building Department. From 1933 
to 1945, he worked in the L.A. County 
Building Department as a research 
engineer, in charge of building code 
work. He joined the State of California 
in 1946. 

He has been active in many engi- 
neering organizations, and served as 
president of the Structural Engineers 
Association of both California and 
southern California. He was president 
of the Caltech Alumni Association in 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT SECRETARY 
Patrick J Fazio, 53 Donald S Clark, '29 
VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER 
David L Hanna, '52 rohn R Fee, 51 

James L. Adams, '55 
Wm H. Corcoran '41 
Sidne K Gaily, '41 
John z. Mason, '47 

John T McGraw, '38 
Richard P Schuster, IT , '4b 

H M Worcester Jr '40 
Peter, V H ~ e i r e l l ,  '36 

ALUMNI CHAPTER OFFICERS 

NEW YORK CHAPTER 
President Victor Wouk, '40 

Electronic Energy Conversion Corp 
342 Madison Ave , Now York 17, N Y. 

Vice-president Bruno H Pilorz, '44 
75 Echo Lane, Larchmont, N.Y. 

Secretary-Treasurer Harry I Moore, '48 
Old Orchard Road, Armonk N Y 10504 

BOSTON CHAPTER 
Secretary-Treasurer Thomas C Stockebrand '53 

56 Sumrner Street, West Acton, Mass 

WASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER 
Chairman Willard M. Hanger, '43 

4720 Sedgwick St., N.W., Washington, D C. 

CHICAGO CHAPTER 
President Laurence H Nobles '49 

Dept of Geology North ireit- n ' J n i ~  E i~n i i t on ,  Ill 
Vice-president Philip E Smith, '39 

Eastman Kodak Co 1712 Piairie Ave , Chicago, 111 

SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER 
President Edwin P Schi riq-'r '57 

G E Vallecitos Atomic Lab , Pleabanton, Calif 
Vice-President W ! a a  L Peck '!,I 

U S Geolo'~ica1 S u r  j Mi ,110 Park, ~ a l i f  
Secretary-Treasurer rh'-ma.- G ~ a u s ~ q ,  3 5  

Lawrence Radiation Lab , U m v  oi Caht  , Berkeley, Lahl  
Meetin,: lctt  LPY Eno r ( '"1 206 " i n  ,om'> St . San 

Francisco 
Info~mal luncheons every Thursday dt 11-45 A M .  
Contact Mr. Farrar, EX 9-5277, on Thursday morning 
for reservations. 

SACRAMENTO CHAPTER 
President Dudley E. Bennett, '47 

4535 Mavbl- Way, Cirmichael, Calif 
Vice-president Harris K. Mauzy '30 

2551 Carson Way, Sacramento 21, calif 
Secretary-Treasurer William D Pyle, '49 

3920 Dunster iffay, Sacramento, Calif 95825 
Meetings. Uriversity Club, 1319 "K" St 

Lunchi-on first Friday of e a c t  month a ,  noon 
Visitmg alumni cordially invited-no reservcttion 
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