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This book is authored by two Caltech people - John Richards, associate
professor of chemistry; and James Hendrickson '50 (currently associate professor of chemistry, Brandeis University). Both men have been active in the
area of biogenesis and their book is
certainly the best on the subject to date.
Following an introductory chapter,
Chapter 2 deals with general principles
of biogenetic theory, Chapter 3 with
the acetate hypothesis, Chapter 4 with
a statistical survey of natural compounds presumed to be acetogenins,
and Chapter 5 with experimental verification of the acetate hypothesis. These
chapters are mainly the work of Dr.
Hendrickson. They are all clearly written and certainly make very informative and stimulating reading. Chapter
4 seems to emphasize numbers and
percentages far too heavily and the usefulness of Tables 4-3 and 4-6 is surely
obscure.
Chapters 6 through 13 deal with
various classes of terpenes and steroids
and their formation from isoprenoid
precursors. These chapters are mainly
the responsibility of Dr. Richards. The
liberal use of well drawn structural formulas throughout these pages makes
some fairly complicated transformations easy to understand. These chapters are also clearly written and give
more than adequate coverage to the
area.
The authors are to be complimented
for producing such a fine work. Unfortunately, the price will preclude its
purchase by many.
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This is the third edition of the basic
textbook by Linus Pauling, now serving
as research associate in chemistry at
Caltech. It has been completely revised, has additional material, and introduces a number of new topics.
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