
Paul Sophus Epstei~i, professor emeritus of theo- 
retical physics, died at his home iii Pasadena on 
February 8. He was 83 years old. 

"The death of Professor Epstein marks the ending 
of an era at the California Institute," said President 
Lee A. DuBridge. "A distinguished theoretical 
physicist, he played an influentia part in the foun- 
dation of the present physics division. From his ar- 
rival in 1921 until his retirement as professor emeri- 
tus in 1953, several generations of Caltech 
were guided and inspired by his warm and 
terest in his field and in their lives. He occupies a 
special place in the history and progress of the 
Institute." 
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to 1920 in the development of quantum mechanics, 

with that of Sornmerfeld and Niels Bohr, was an im- 
portan t contribution to the development of atomic 
theory. 

At Caltech he began by teaching all phases o f  
theoretical physics, hut eventually confined his 
teaching to thermodynamics and statistical mechan- 
ics. His work led him to areas of applied theoretical 
physics, which occupied most of his Caltech career. 
Among his later contributions were studies of elec- 
tromagnetic waves around the earth, the stability 
o f  air bubbles in water, and the theory of absorption 
and scattering of sound waves in the atmosphere. 
During the war he studied the absorption and scat- 
tering of sonar waves iii the ocean. 

Dr. Epstein was a member of the National Re- 
search Council from 1928-30, a member of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, a fellow of the Amer- 
ican Physical Societ! . of tlie American Association 
For the Advancement of Science, and of the Societc5 
Francaise tie Physique. His broad interests ranged 
over the fields of art. music, history, and psycho- 
analysis, and his friends included such men as the 

lee. Vassily Kandirisky, and Franz 
Marc. He was also a friend of the distinguished 
psychiatrist Sigmund Freud. He was a trustee of the 
Psychoanalytic nstitute of Los Angeles, a boar 
member of the sychoanalytic Study Group of Los 
Angeles, and he had been a member of the Coleman 
Chamber Music Association of Pasadena since 1921. 
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