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Each flight takes meticulous preparation. First,
the 55-pound, 29-foot-wide glider has to be
assembled (in this case, with the aid of a novice
in the sport—Eugene Shoemaker, Caltech pro-
fessor of geology). The craft is made of heavy-
duty aluminum tubing, 500-pound-strength
wire, and double-ply plastic covered by aircraft
doping. It takes about an hour and a half to

put together. A second—and critical—step is
to test the wind velocity and direction. Ready
to go at last, Taras lifts the glider’s control bars
up under his arms, adjusts his seating, and
waits for a good gust of wind.
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A good hang-glider pilot must, first of all,
be a good sprinter. He also must be confi-
dent (i.e., crazy) enough to race at full
speed to the edge of a cliff and jump off,
relying on the homemade wings of the
glider to support him. For a successful
takeoff, Taras and Icarus must be traveling
at about 15 miles an hour.







At the end of the flight, Taras brings
Icarus in for a gentle landing. He braces
his feet on the aluminum tubing and
swings backward and forward in the seat
sling to control the glider. A final back-
ward motion brings the front of the glider
up enough to slow his speed for a com-
fortable landing. Then, dropping his feet,
he calmly walks to a stop.



