public forum may at any time suddenly
become relev~nt. Very few biologists, for
example, have served as expert witnesses, but
with the growth of the biotechnology industry
this is certain to change. And the issue of the
teaching of evolution in the public schools,
dormant since the· Scopes trial of the 1920s, is
again in the forefront of the public consciousness. Norman Horowitz, professor of biology
emeritus, was tapped several years ago to give
testimony in a case brought by a group who
believed that so-called "creation science"
should be given equal time with evolution sciencein the California public schools.
(Horowitz's scheduled appearance on the
stand was canceled at the last moment when
the plaintiffs dropped the case as long as evolution was not taught "dogmatically.")
Theoretical physics is even further removed from important public issues than is
biology, so it's perhaps surprising to learn that
Richard Feynman, the Richard Chace Tolman Professor of Theoretical Physics, once
served as an expert witness in a local court
case. As it turns out, the case did not depend

on Feynman's expertise in quantum electrodynamics, but rather on his expertise in community standards as they relate to topless
bars. As he writes in his book "Surely You're
Joking, Mr. FeynmanJ" (in the chapter entitled "But is it Art?"), Feynman was a frequent habitue of a topless bar called
Gianonni's. "I'd sit in one of the booths and
work a little physics on the paper placemats
with the scalloped edges.... I'd watch the
girls dance, do a little physics, prepare a lecture, or draw a little bit."
But Gianonni's was raided, and when the
case came to court Gianonni asked his regular customers to testify in his behalf. Fearing
for their reputations, all of them refused. All,
that is, but Feynman. "I didn't consider
myself an expert witness, but the lawyers tried
to demonstrate that I was one." In court he
testified that he frequented Gianonni's five or
six times a week, and that Gianonni's other
customers included all segments of the community. Gianonni lost his case, but
Feynman's fondness for topless bars made all
the newspapers. 0 - RF

Letters
EDITOR:

After enjoying your excellent article on
the Institute Archives in November's
Engineering & Science, I thought you
might be interested in the following
postscript.
Over the weekend of October 1819, a broken water pipe in the campus
sprinkler system caused a flood in the
basement of Millikan Library, home of
the Caltech Archives. Since we have
suffered flooding before, we carefully
keep all collections off the floor.
Unfortunately, when a new collection
arrives there is nowhere to put it during the processing period except the
hallway basement, and that is where
the papers of former Caltech President
Harold Brown were when the flooding
occurred. (See photo on page 19 of
your November issue.) For reasons
unknown to us the flood was not
discovered until Monday morning, by
which time the cartons were well
soaked.
Fortunately, some quick thinking

and action on the part of the staff
saved the papers from permanent
damage, though for a while drying
papers covered every available surface
in the Archives. The cartons of Brown
papers that are as yet unprocessed
remain precariously balanced atop
tables, filing cabinets, and each other.
All we need now is an earthquake.
Carol Buge
Assistant Archivist

EDITOR:

"In This Issue" section of the
November E&S, which had the
wonderful and timely article, "The
Boat That Almost Was," omitted mention of the "real-time" participation,
over one of the Athenaeum luncheon
tables, by a substantial group of general faculty in Francis Clauser's saga.
In the early stages, Francis had to be
pretty circumspect about details, but as
events proceeded to the cliff-hanging
denouement, those who ate with him

were given the full story, copiously
illustrated by engineering drawings and
graphs on the back of the Athenaeum
paper placemats. When developments
were coming fast and furious, Francis
would wind up commandeering all
eight placemats for his presentations,
and those of his auditors who had time
would listen, enthralled, long after the
regular lunch hour was over. Each of
the drawings in your article was generated, many more than once, and
argued about at length, in these
discussions.
The opportunity for this sort of
thing can make the Athenaeum lunch
time a fabulous experience for the Caltech faculty, and many more of us are
now following the America's Cup trials
with intense interest and a lot more
knowledge than would otherwise have
been possible.
Thanks again for the great
presentation.
John D. Roberts
Institute Professor of Chemistry
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