
In This Issue 

Circular Motion 
On the cover - a participant's 
view of a ride on the Corkscrew at 
Knott's Berry Farm. This kind of 
visceral experience with what it 
means to go around in circles is 
the take-home lesson for Program 
9 of Caltech's venture into edu­
cational television. For more, see 
"Physics on the Tube," which 
begins on page 14. 

Then and Now 

For 35 years the Hale Tele­
scope at Palomar has been one of 
the world's leading astronomical 
instruments, though activities at 
the observatory have changed a 
lot in that time. "A Night on 
Palomar Mountain - 1983," 
which begins on page 10, describes 
some of the current research. For 
contrast it is accompanied by 
some quotations from the first "A 
Night on Palomar Mountain," 
published in E&S in 1969. 

The author of the 1969 article 
was Jesse 
Greenstein, 
now Lee A. 
DuBridge 
Professor of 
Astro­
physics, 
Emeritus. 

The author of the second is John 
Gustafson, who spent the summer 
at Palomar as an intern in science 

writing. His 
assignments 
there in­
cluded 
writing news 
releases, 
revising 
copy for a 
Palomar 
booklet, and completing this 
article for the magazine. Gustaf­
son has a BS in astronomy from 
the University of Arizona and an 
MA in astronomy and astro­
physics from UC Santa Cruz, 
where he also earned a graduate 
certificate in science writing. He is 
currently a publicist for the Lick 
Observatory. 

Earthquake Engineering 
The expertise of some of Caltech's 
engineering faculty about the 
effects of earthquakes on struc­
tures is well known. So it was 
natural to seek out one of them 
after the Coalinga earthquake of 
last May. Paul Jennings, professor 
of civil engineering and applied 
mechanics, visited Coalinga the 
day after the quake, and he was 
interviewed by Dennis Meredith, 
director of the News Bureau, to 
find out the state of the town. 
"Lessons from the Coalinga 
Earthquake," which begins on 
page 6, is the result of that inter­
view. 

Jennings 
has a BS in 
civil engi­
neering 
from Colo­
rado State 
University 
and an MS 
and PhD 
from Caltech. He became a 
Caltech faculty member in 1966. 
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He has studied structural damage 
from major earthquakes all over 
the world and has served on nu­
merous panels and advisory 
boards on that subject, including 
the Earthquake Engineering Re­
search Council and the National 
Research Council Committee on 
Natural Disasters. He is editor of 
reports on the Alaskan earth­
quake of 1964 and of the San 
Fernando earthquake of 1971, 
and he consults on the design of 
high-rise buildings, offshore drill­
ing towers, and nuclear power 
plants. 
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