Random Walk

Honors and Awards

John Allman, the Hixon Professor of
Psychobiology and professor of biology,
has received the Golden Brain Award
from the Minerva Foundation for pio-
neering research into how the brain pro-
cesses and interprets visual information.

Don Anderson, the McMillan Pro-
fessor of Geophysics and director of the
Seismo Lab from 1967 to 1989, has
been selected the 1991 recipient of the
Bowie Medal, the highest honor of the
American Geophysical Union, in recog-
nition of his “accomplishments over a
distinguished career in geophysics.”

Seymour Benzer, the Boswell Profes-
sor of Neuroscience, has won the 1991
Wolf Prize, presented by the Israel-
based Wolf Foundation. Benzer was
selected for the $100,000 prize, one of
the most prestigious in international sci-
ence, for “having generated a new field
of molecular neurogenetics by his
pioneering research on the dissection of
the nervous system and the behavior of
gene mutations.”

Edward Lewis, the Thomas Hunt
Morgan Professor of Biology, Emeritus,
and John Roberts, Institute Professor of
Chemistry, Emeritus, received the Na-
tional Medal of Science from President
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Bush last November. The medals are
awarded to honor the impact that an
individual’s career has had on the
present state of scientific knowledge; for
outstanding achievements that change
the direction of scientific thought; and
for distinguished service in the advance-
ment of science. In the same White
House ceremony Caltech Trustee Got-
don Moore (PhD ’54), chairman of
Intel Corporation, received the National
Medal of Technology. Lewis has also
been named corecipient of Brandeis
University’s 1990 Rosentiel Award for
research that has “provided mankind
with its first glimpses into the process
through which organisms, including
humans, assemble and correctly position
body parts in the growing embryo.”
Masakazu (Mark) Konishi, the Bing
Professor of Behavioral Biology, has
been awarded Japan's 1990 Interna-
tional Award for Biology, established in
memory of the late emperor of Japan
because of his special interest in biology.
Shrinivas Kulkarni, associate profes-
sor of astronomy, has received the 1991
Helen B. Warner Prize for Astronomy
from the American Astronomical Society
(AAS) in recognition of his work on
millisecond pulsars and on developments
in the theory of optical and radio inter-
ferometry. The AAS also presented its
1991 Newton Lacy Pierce Prize to Ken-
neth Libbrecht, associate professor of

astrophysics, for his research on helio-
seismology— “observations of the sun
[that] have provided essential new
insights into its internal properties.”
And the AAS gave its 1991 Dannie
Heineman Prize for Astrophysics—a
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certificate and $10,000—to Wallace
Sargent, the Bowen Professor of Astron-
omy, in recognition of his pioneering
research into the properties and compo-
sition of galaxies and the intergalactic
medium.

Rudolph Marcus, the Noyes Profes-
sot of Chemistry, has been selected to
receive the 1990 William Lloyd Evans
Award from Ohio State University.

Andrew Myers, assistant professor of
chemistry, has been named one of 12
recipients nationwide of a Camille and
Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award.
The award, whose purpose is to pro-
mote the development of exceptionally
promising young scholats “who combine
interest and demonstrated ability in
teaching with performing imaginative
research,” provides $50,000 in support
of those activities.

Allan Sandage, staff astronomer with
The Cbservatories of the Carnegie Insti-
tution of Washington and a longtime
Caltech collaborator, has been awarded
the 1991 Crafoord Prize in Astronomy,
presented by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences in recognition of
his fundamental contributions to “extra-
galactic astronomy, including observa-
tional cosmology.” The prize, which car-
ries an award of $260,000, honors out-
standing contributions in fields not
recognized by the Nobel Prize.

Mel Simon, the Biaggini Professor of
Biological Sciences, has received the Sel-
man A. Wakesman Award in Micro-
biology, administered by the National
Academy of Sciences.

Ahmed Zewail, the Linus Pauling
Professor of Chemical Physics, has been
selected by the Egyptian American
Organization as the recipient of their
1990 Outstanding Achievement Award.
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Undergrad Confab

More than 860 college students and
500 faculty and administrators from
throughout the U.S. will attend the
Fifth Annual National Conference on
Undergraduate Research, which Caltech
is hosting March 21-23 as part of its
centennial celebration. This year’s con-
ference is called EUREK A—Excellence
in Undergraduate Research: Experience,
Knowledge, and Achievement—any
resemblance to Archimedes’s exultation
upon discovering the principle of specific
gravity is purely intentional.

The opening plenary session will
have four speakers: Lee Hood, Bowles
Professor of Biology and Director of the
Center for Molecular Biotechnology;
Evelyn Fox Keller, director of women’s
studies and professor of rhetoric at UC
Betkeley; writer Ray Bradbury; and
Louis Sullivan, U.S. Secretary of Health
and Human Services. The undergrads
will then present their research papers in
five sessions. The final plenary session
will be a panel discussion on global
warming, moderated by Robere Cowen,
natural-science editor of The Christian
Science Monitor.

“It appears that student attendance
will be 100 or so more than last year’s
conference,” says Carolyn Merkel, chair
of EUREKA’s planning committee,
“and there’s a significant increase in
the number of minority scudents. The
National Science Foundation and JPL’s
Minority Science and Engineering Initia-
tives Office provided funds to help
minority students attend. The response
has been overwhelming.”
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